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WHEAT  QUOTAS  DECISION  AFI3R  JULY  11 

As  rather  implied  •  in  the  supplement  to  last  week's  letter,  Secretary 
Brannan  will  wait  until  after  the  July  11  Crop  Report  to  determine  whether 
or  not  he  must  proclaim  marketing  quotas  for  the   *  50  crop  of  wheat.    An  im- 
portant reason  for  the  delay  is  conflicting:  opinion  as  to  how  much  the  pre- 
sent crop  has  been  damaged. 

The  hope  is  to  have  the  decision  a  day  or  so  after  the  11th, - 

If  the  Secretary  finds  that,  under  the  lav;,  he  must  proclaim  quotas, 
the  referendum  among  growers  will  come  about  the  middle  of  August  with 
Aug,  13  as  the  present  best  guess. 

Generally  speaking,  growers  who  usually  plant  15  acres  or  more  are  el- 
igible to  vote, , ,  .with  the  local  ACP  commivrteos  deciding  doubtful  cases. 
If  adopted,  quotas  would  apply  to  farmers  having  15  acres  or  more.    About  a 
half  million  gravers  voted  in  each  of  the  last  two  elections  back  in  r41  and 

If  quotas  arc  proclaimed,  questions  and  answers  will  be  available  short- 
ly thereafter. 


COUNTRIES  APPRO  VH"  WHEAT  AGREEMJT 

By  the  July  1  deadline,  more  than  the  required  amount  of  wheat  was 
signed  up  to  put  the  now  International  Tflhoat  Agreement  into  effect. 

As  we  go  to  press,  98  percent  of  the  wheat  represented  on  the  exporting 
side  was  in  the  bag,,,, and  importing  countries  representing  76%  of  the  re- 
quired imports  had  formally  approved, ,, .with  prospects  of  additional  import- 
ers signing  up. 

The  International  Wheat  Council  will  meet  here  in  Washington  July  6 
(rather  than  the  "5th  as  originally  announcd)  to  set  up  machinery  to  admin- 
ister the  agreement,  decide  where  the 1  headquarters  vail  be,  and  deal  with 
related  matters. 


COMMODITY  NOTES 


This  week's  BAE  "Agricultural  Prices"  reveals  the  June  level  of  farm 
prices  of  eggs  somewhat  higher  than  had  been  expected  —  95%  of  parity  as 
against  an  average  of  91%  for  the  first  6  months  of  this  year.     This  change 
eases  PMl1 s  price  support  job.     Poultry  prices,  however,  this  week  reversed 
the  trend  of  the  past  several  weeks,  with  prices  dropping  below  parity  for 
the  first  time  this  year.     They  were  94%  of  parity. ., .compared  with  111%  of 
parity  April  15,, ..and  an  average  of  105%  the  first  6  months.     Involved  in 
this  drop  is  the  movement  of  heavy  supplies  of  fresh  poultry  out  of  the 
broiler  areas,,,. and  the  prospect  of  continued  large  supplies  from  those 
sources, . , .along  with  movement  of  poultry  from  the  Midwest. 

Farm  turkey  prices  were  reported  at  95%  of  parity  June  15, , , .compared 
with  158%  Janur.ry  15,,,, and  117%  for  the  first  6  months  of  the  year. 

The  U.S.  and  Canada  have  terminated  a  potato  agreement  drawn  up  last 
N.ovembcr  under  which  the  Canadian  government  instituted  an  export  program 
for  the  *48  Canadian  potato  crop.     The  agreement  was  designed,  among  other 
things,  to  prevent  an  influx  of  Canadian  table  potatoes  in  the  guise  of  seed 
stock. 

Butter  production  and  consumption  arc  up  about  20%  over  last  year,,., 
with  retail  prices  down  about  20%. ., .meaning  consumers  arc  spending  about 
the  same  for  butter  as  in  '4(3, 

Congress  passed  a  bill  to  extend  import  controls  of  fats  and  oils 
another  year, 

MILK  PRICES  TO  MAKE  SEASONAL  INCREASE 

The  economists  look  for  an  increase  the  rest  of  the  year  in  prices 
farmers  get  for  milk  and  milk  products.     They  say  prices  may  not  increase 
as  much  as  no rinal . . . . but  a  moderate  increase  would  be  in  sharp  contrast  with 
the  unusual  drop  the  last  half  of  *48. 

In  "The  Dairy  Situation"   (July  4),  the  economists  say  feed  costs  have 
dropped  slightly  more  the  past  12  months  than  milk  prices.     Recently,  dairy 
product-feed  price  ratios  have  been  about  the  same  as  the  » 28-47  average, 

NEW  PLANS  FOR  GRAIN  STORAGE  STRUCTURES 

The  Midwest  Farm  Buildings  Plans  Service  has  come  out  with  30  new  plans 
for  farm  grain  storage  structures.    A  broadcast  in  the  "American  Farmer" 
(ABC  Network)  tomorrow  will  indicate  that  they  include  results  of  investi- 
gations to  develop  cheaper  storage  through  more  efficient  use  of  materials 
....and  to  keep  out  moisture.     Some  are  designed  to  be  converted  to  poultry 
or  hog  houses,  end  other  uses.    Catalogs  and  other  material  arc  being  sent 
to  county  agricultural  agents,  and  county  ACP  committee  offices  throughout 
the  country.     Lumber  and  other  building  material  dealers  also  will  have  the 
catalogs.    Catalogs  arc  25^  each.... and  the  plans  15/  a  sheet. 


GRAIN  STORAGE  PROGRAM  MOVES  AHEAD 


Although  our  folks  don't  yet  have  specific  figures,  reports  from  manu- 
facturers and  agricultural  agencies  indico.tc  that  farmers  arc  aggressively 
building  and  enlarging  grain  storage. ., .under  the  program  announced  June  7, 

Originally,  loans  for  storage  facilities  were  limited  to  movable  bins, 
cribs,  and  other  structures.  But,  now,  a  farmer  can  get  loans  on  immovable 
structure s, ., .provided  the  State  FMA  Committee  approves. 

In  addition  to  storage  being  provided  on  farms  and  by  the  grain  trade, 
the  hunt  is  on  for  auxiliary  facilities  of  all  types  to  be  sure  of  adequate 
storage  for  whatever  size  crop  may  come  up.  For  example,  USDA  and  the  Army 
Air  Force  have  worked  out  arrangements  for  use  of  surplus  airplane  hangars 
at  various ' airfields  around  the  country;  these  hangars,  alone,  would  handle 
lots  of  wheat.  And  USDA  is  now  negotiating  with  the  Maritime  Commission  for 
use  of  some  laid-up  Liberty  ships  to  help  take  care  of  any  overflow. 

The  aim  is  to  protect  this  year's  harvested  crop  from  weather  damage 
....and  to  see  that  no  farmer  has  to  make  sacrifice  later  for  lack  of  storage, 

FARMERS  HAVE  SAFEGUARDS  OK  CORN 

Regardless  of  how  the  present  corn  crop  turns  out,  farmers  are  now  in 
a  position  where  they  won't  have  to  sell  corn  at  distress  prices  if  there 
should  be  a  sag  in  the  market  after  harvest. 

FMA  Information  Head,  James  Hasselman,  outlined  the  following  aids  to 
farmers  on  their  '48  and  '49  corn: 

'48  corn  —  For  corn  already  under  loan,  they  can  re -seal. ,. .and  get 
10^  a  bushel  storage  fee;  or,  for  corn  under  purchase 
agreement,  convert  to  a  loan  and  store  the  corn  where  it 
is  and  get  a  10^  storage  fee, 

'49  corn  —  Although  not  yet  announced,  price  support  loans  will  bo 
available  at  90%  of  parity  on  corn  stored  in  suitable 
structures;  or  farmers  can  put  their  corn,  under  purchase 
agreement,  with  the  provision  that  CCC  will  buy  it  at 
loan  level  if  it  passes  inspection, 
•  ■  ,  '  ' .\m 

Bins,  Cribs  —  The  new  grain  storage  program  permits' loans  up  to  85% 
with  maximum  of  45^  a "bushel  of  capacity,  of  the  cost  of 
storage  structures, ..  .with  5  years  to  repay  the  loans. 

In  addition  to  those  safeguards  on  the  corn  itself,  farmers  have  the 
prospect  for  a  good  outlet  for  com  through  hogs  and  other  livestock.  With 
hog  price  supports  extended  through  March  31,  at  90%  of  parity,  they  won't 
hove  to  rush  fall  pigs  to  market  for  fear  of  loss  of  price  support.  Also, 
cattle  feeding  is  at  a  high  level,  there  are  prospects  for  more  chickens  and 
broilers,  and  perhaps  a  record  number  of  turkeys.    With  an  intended  '49  acre 
age  that  could  produce  around  3  billion  bushels, with  average  yields,  the  sup 
ply  of  corn  may  run  close  to  an  all-time  record. 
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USDA  ANNOUNCES  WHEAT  SUPPORT  PRICE 

In  line  with  a  drop  in  parity,  USDA  yesterday  announced  $1,95  a  bushel 
as  the  national  average  wheat  support  price  for  the  *49  crop, ...or  5^  below 
last  year's  $2,     Just  as  last  year,  the  support  is  90%  of  parity,  as  re- 
quired by  law. 

Loans,  of  course,  represent  the ■ Government  * s  main  support  operation. 
They  will  average  $1,96  a,  bushel  for  U.S,  Grade  No,  1, 

We  mai 1 ed  you  direct  a  release  which  included  rates  for  different  mar- 
kets in  the  country., ..ranging  from  $2,14  at  West  Coast  markets  to  &2,35  on 
the  East  Coast  and  §2.36  at- Albany,  N.Y. 

JULY  9  NETWORK  FARM-HOME  PROGRAMS 

NBC  -  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  —  1:00  EDT :  1)  "USDA  Headlines,"  Ken 

Gapen;  2)  "Streamlining  the  Food  Freezing  Job,"  with  Mrs*  Lcnore  Sator 
Thye  and  Miss  Roberta  Clark,  Bureau  of  Human  Nutrition  end  Home  Eco- • 
nomics,  USDA. 

ABC  -  American  Farmer  —  1:30  EDT:    1)  "Business  Side  of  Farming,"  Dana 
Reynolds;  2)  "Measuring  Moisture  in  the  Soil,"  from  Michigan  State 
Agricultural  College, 

CBS  -  Columbia  Country  Journal:    No  programs  scheduled  after  July  2, 


.    BIG  FEED  SUPPLIES  AHEAD 

BAE'Sj  economists  look  for  feed  grain  supplies  to  run  near  the  record 
supply  of  145  million  tons  in  1 48-49. ....assuming  average  weather  the?  rest 
•of  ,thc  season. 

During  June,  prices  of  most  feeds  ran  20  to  4:0%  lower  than  a  year  ago. 
The  economises  don*t  look  for  a  further  drop  in  feed  grain  prices,  similar 
to  the  one  last  summer  and  fall.     They  point  out  that  prices  of  feed  grain 
are  now  near  or  below  the  support  levels.    Moreover,  a  considerable  part  of 
the  feed  grain  carry-over  (which  is  record  size)  will  be  under  loan  or  in 
Government  ownership. 

This  information  is  from.  "The  Feed  Situation,"  for  July  5  rclcaso, 

FARM  SAFETY  YtfEEJC  JULY  24-30 

Just  a  reminder  to  you  that  National  Farm  Safety  Week  is  coming  up 
July  :24-30. 

Recently,  wo  sent  you  a  copy  of  a  Fact  Sheet  on  Farm  Safety  which  should 
give  you  leads  on  good  stories.     State,  and  USDA  field,  agencies  stand  ready 
to  work  closely  with  you  on  features. 
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FARM  POPULATION  INCREASES 

The  big  now  crop  of  babie  s.  • , .and  tho  increasing  life-span  of  farm 
people . ,, .are  resulting  in  further  increases  in  farm  population.     But  BAE's 
July  3  report  on  farm  population  (as  of  January  *49)  reveals  that  population 
on  farms  isn*t  increasing  as  fast  as  it  is  in  cities. 

Getting  down  to  figures,  about  27,776,000  people  lived  on  farms  in  Jan- 
uary »49. ,.  .compared  with  27,-1-40,000  a  year  earlier. 

Or  percentage -wise,  farm  population  climbed  1,2%  during  *48  compared 
with  1,7%  for  the  total  U,£.  population. 

Farm  birthrates  in  !48  wore  only  slightly  under  the  record  year  of  *47 
....and  still  far  above  those  of  the   »30,s.    And  farm  death  rates  arc  con- 
siderably lowor  than  prewar. 


FOREIGN  VISITORS 

Five  Turkish  foresters  will  spend  2  years  in  this  country,  studying 
and  getting  practical  experience,  in  forestry.     They  will  leave  Washington' 
July  5,  and  spend  1  day  at  the  Central  States  Experiment  Station,  Columbus, 
0, ;  19  days  touring  Ohio,  Lower  and  Upper  Peninsula  of  Michigan,  and  nor- 
thern Wisconsin  j  1  day  at  Forest  Products  Laboratory,  Madison;  5  days  with 
FS  and  SCS,  Lincoln;  1  day,  Hals ey,  Nebr.  ;  2  days,  Custer,  S.D. ;  12  days, 
Missoula,  Mont.;  19  days,  Portland . 

S.   Juul  Andorsen,  economist  with  Danish  folk  school,  is  scheduled  for 
the  agricultural  extension  services  at  Cornell,  June  23- July  8;  Amesj  and 
St.  Paul  between  July  20-Aug.  1;  and  Berkeley,  Aug.  1.    Also,  at  Farmers 
Hone  in  Pes  Moines  between  July  20  and  Aug,  1. 

X-DISEASE  OF  CATTLE  INCREASING 

USDA  will  report  to  "American  Farmer"  (ABC  Network)  listeners  tomorrow 
that  X-Disoase  is  inc.  roasing. .  .  .with  cases  reported  in  37  States  so  far, 
Nov/  York "reports  hundreds  of  cases, ..  .Michigan  10  herds  in  *48  and  10  already 
in  * 49. , ^.Indiana  15  herds  so  far  this  year, . . . Illinois,  12  herds  last  year 
and  3  so  far  this  year. ,, .Texas,  cases  in  50  countioe. ....  Tennessee,  lost  a 
thousand  cattle  in  last  2  years.     Total  annual  losses  estimated  at  about  4 
million  dollars.  Etc. 

At  recent  conference  in  Chicago  of  Federal-State  veterinarians,  some 
reported  evidence  that  the  disease  is  due  to  a  poisoning  of  seme  kind,,,, 
somoj  evidence  of  a  low-grade  virus  that  crops  out  when  animals  on  poor 
rati  on, ,,, some ,  evidence  of  something  in  the  food. 

A  Federal-State  research  project  has  boon  worked  out  to  try  to  get  at 
the  answers  on  the  causes  of  the  disease  and  the  control.    Agreements  are 
now  being  worked  out  with  a  number  of  States.     The  project  will  bo  announced 
soon,'  But,  of  course,  no  one  expects  definite  results  in  less  than  a  year 
or  so. 


FARMERS*  PRICES  DROP  4  POINTS 


During  the  month  up  to  June  15,  prices  farmers  receive  nosed  down  near- 
ly another  2%% . . .bringing  the  parity  ratio  down  to  103,,.. or  the  lowest  in 
7  years. 

Track  crop  and  food  grain  prices  dropped  most,,,, with  wheat  off  14^  a 
bushel, ,, .and  tomatoes  down  about  one-half  from-  a  month  earlier.     Lambs  were 
down  90/  a  cwt...,and  chickens  about  2^  a  pound. 

The  index  of  prices  farmers  pay  was  the  same  as  a  month  earlier. 

Following  is  a  summary  of  BAE's  "Agricultural  Prices,"  out  yesterday 
afternoon  (June  29): 


?Av, Prices 

Rec.id: Parity  Price  or 

:Av,  Price 

as  Per- 

C  ommo  d  i  ty  and  Uni  t 

:Comparable  Price  rcentage 

of  Parity 

:June  15 

Mav  1  5 

June  15 

June  15 

:or  Comparable  Price 

:  1948 

1949 

1949  : 

1949 

iMay  15 

June  15 

i 
p 

• 
• 

:  1949 

1949 

Whe  at ,  pe  r  bu , . , . , 

4  2.11 

§  2.00 

%  1.86 

|  2.17 

92 

86 

•  2.16 

1.22 

1.21 

1.57 

78 

77 

Oats,  per  bu,            v.  1,07 

•             ■  *■ 

0,66 

0,601 

0*978 

67 

61 

Cotton,  per  lb,... 

i  0.3522 

0.2997 

0,3013 

^0.3038 

.    99   ,  ' 

99 

Soybeans,  per  bu,. 

;  3.90 

2.18 

2.10 

2.35 

93 

89 

Peanuts,  per  lb,,. 

:     0.104  '• 

•  ■  0.106 

0,104 

0,118 

90 

88 

Potatoe  s  ,  pe  r  bu , , 

:  1.86 

1,81 

1.75 

1,80 

101 

97 

Grapefruit,  per  bx 

:  0.28 

1.71 

1.55 

2,01 

85 

76 

Oranges,  per  box 

:  1.00 

2,76 

2.09 

3,69 

75 

57 

Hogs,  per  cwt. , , , , 

i  22,90 

17,90 

18,80 

17.80 

101 

106 

Beef  cattle,  per  cwt 24,40 

20,90 

20.90 

13,30 

157 

157 

Veal  calves,  per  cwt25.20 

23.80 

23.40'  '  " 

16,50 

144 

142 

Lamb s ,  per  cwt. , , , < 

i  24,90 

25,30 

'  '24.40 

14.40 

176 

169 

Butte rf at,  per  lb, j 

0.828 

0,606 

0,593 

'  '  0'.  644 

99 

100 

Milk,  wholesale,  : 

4,68 

3.61 

3.55 

3  .'92 

102 

102 

Chickens,  live,  j 

PC'  r     lb  o,eao«»o*o  I 

0.305 

0.282 

0.261 

0.279 

101 

94 

Eggs,  per  doz. . . . .  : 

0.434 

0.434 

0.441 

0.527 

96 

'■  95 

Yfool,  per  lb.  .  .  0 . .  : 

0.507 

0.506 

0.494 

0.448 

113'  i 

110 

Barley,  per  bu.,,,  : 

1.68 

0.970 

0.928 

1,52 

61 

Sorghum,  Grain,  : 

3.41 

2.15 

2,04 

2,96 

73 

AMONG  OURSELVES 


Agricultural  Editors  Meet 

The  agricultural  college  editors  have  radio  and  TV  well  represented  on 
the  program  for  their  annual  meeting  at  Cornell  University  (Ithaca,  N,Y. ) 
July  6-9. 

Thursday  afternoon,  Rex  Brown  of  Colorado  A  &  M  will  preside  over  a 
joint  session  with  RFD's,     Friday  morning,  RFD  Bill  Given s  of  WGY-WRGB  Schen- 
ectady and  Dr,  A. M.S.  Pridham  of  Cornell  will  give  a  TV  demonstration,  A 
speaker  to  be  announced  will  discuss  "Television  Takes  Over."    And  I  will 
preside  at  a  TV  roundtable,  to  include  Manager  Emerson  Markham  of  WGY-WRGB ; 
RFD  Hal  Totten  of  WGNj  RFD  Lou  Kaiser  of  Cornell. 

Following  the  AAACE  meeting,  an  Extension  visual  aids  workshop  is  to  be 
held  July  11-16  at  Cornell,     It  will  include  discussion  of  visuals  for  TV, 

Rex  Brown  has  arranged  with  CBS  and  NBC  for  those  attending  the  editors1 
conference  and  the  workshop  to  see  some  TV  in  Hew  York  City  before  or  after 
the  Cornell  sessions. 


TV  Sidelights 

Visual  Specialist  Lee  Stevens  of  Oklahoma  reports  to  Federal  Extension 
that  he  plans  to  shoot  about  600  feet  of  movie  portraying  the  Oklahoma  wheat 
harvest  story  for  TV  telecast  over  WKY,  Oklahoma  City,     He  had  previously 
supplied  500  feet  on  the  4-H  Club  Round -Up,    WKY*  opened  its  TV  studio  June  6, 
•  ,   .  ,  A  query  to  one  of  our  bureaus  brings  to  light  plans  for  a  network 
sustaining,  audience-participation  "Science  Circus"  show, ...  over  ABC -TV. ., , 
Mondays,  7:30  to  8:00  EDT,    ABC  say  it  will  include  humorous  but  factual 
demonstrations  of  scientific  phenomena.     The  first  show  July  4  will  include 
demonstrations  on  liquid  air  and  simulated  chain  reaction*   ,  ,  ,   ,  July 
"Better  Farming  Methods"  carries  an  article  by  Perm,  State  visuals  specia- 
list, George  Johnson,  "Ten  Steps  Toward  Better  Rural  Photography,"  While 
not  cued  to  TV,  many  of  the  points  should  be  "helpful  to  any  of  you  and  your 
coopcrators  interested  in  "stills"  for  TV,  ,  ,   •  .  Qhio's  Extension  Director 
C«M«  Ferguson  says  some  12  TV  stations  in  Ohio  are  either  on  the  air  or  will 
be  within  the  year]  a  substantial  portion  of  rural  Ohio  is  already  ivithin 
effective  receiving  range  of  TV  stations,     "One  needs  travel  but  a  short  way 
down  most  any  Ohio  highway  to  see  the  tell-tale  television  'aerials'  on  farm 
homes,"  *  ,  ,   ,  "TV  Want s  News  Sense  Plus  Pictorial  Eye,"  says  Ed  Johnson 
in  June  "Quill"  in  telling  college  students  how  to  prepare  for  TV  news.  In 
a  poll  of  12  TV  news  editors  and  program,  directors,  the  majority  said  a  com- 
prehensive knowledge  of  photography  was  desirable  and  helpful,  but  not  es- 
sential.    Five  said,  "Train  them  for  newspaper  and  radio  news  work.  Then 
teach  them  to  adapt  their  writing  to  film,"  ,   •  •  «  Federal  Extension  has 
just  issued  "Visual  Aics  in  Extension  Teaching"  —  which  includes  stories 
from  State  and  Federal  "Extension  workers  across  the  country  on  the  use  they 
arc  making  of  charts,  exhibits,  kits,  models,  motion  pictures,  photos,  etc. 
Out  of  the  53  pages,  those  of  you  interested  in  TV  may  get  some  ideas  of 
typos  of  things  that  the  Ext.  folks  may  be  able  to  furnish  for  your  shows. 


j&DHG  OURSELVES  (COET'D) 

Eshbach  Joins  Pi  In.  Project 

Charles  Eshbach  has  boon  appointed  director -and  information  specialist 
for  ..the  Wow  England-vd.dc  RMA  project  dealing  with  consumer  information  and 
related  natters.    He  will  office  in  Boston.'  Since  »38#  Charley  has  boon  dir- 
ector of  the  Now  England  radio  news  service. 

Of f  j oc  Per sonal  s 

Next  week,  Ilaynard  Specco  and  I  will  go  up  to  Cornell  .for  the  Agricul- 
tural Editors1  meeting.    Following  that,  Maynard  will  leave  for  a  month's 
vacation,    Tom  Noone  will  go  up  to  Cornell  for  the  Visual  Aids  workshop. 


Cordially, 


Kenneth  K,  Gapen 
Ass*t  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Television 


Enclosure  s : 


Transcript  of  Agr'l  Workshop  Sessions 
3AE  Statistical  Summary 
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WHEAT  AGREEMENT  EFFECTIVE  AUG.  1 

Tho  International  Wheat  Council,  ,     in  session  hero  sinco  Wednesday,  , «  . 
has  set  Aug.  1 '  as  the  date  for  the  now  International  Who  at  Agreement  to  go 
into  operation, •  «•• picked  London  as  the  permanent  seat  for  tho  council, .  ,,. 

Sheod  Andorson  of  Britain  as  chairman  of  the  council,    Hope  is  to  wind 
up  tho  session  today, 

Y/ith  the  "formal  approvals  of  the  agreement  already  received  from  vari- 
ous countrie s, , • .and  with  further  approvals  in  prospect, ., ,USDA  officials 
think  the  U.S.  share  of  exports  will  run  very  .close  to  the  original  168  mil- 
lion bushels  a  year.     Insofar  as  member  importing  countries  failed  to  ratify 
tho  agreement,  the  amounts  guaranteed  exporting  countries  would  havo  to  be 
scaled  down. 


FAO  COUNCIL  LAUNCHES  "SURPLUS"  STUDIES 

Many  nations  attending  the  recently-concluded  FAO  Council  mooting  in 
Paris  expressed  grave  concern  ovor  serious  agricultural  surpluses  in  the 
near  future.     Information  head  Jim  Howard  of  our  OFAR,  ,,,just  back  from 
Paris,, . .reports  almost  unanimous  opinion  that  the  nations,  acting  through 
FAO,  should  try  to  prevent  the  surpluses,  or  take  stops  to  relievo  their 
effects.    Stops  were  taken  to  make  studies  of  various  commodities  to  be  con- 
sidered at  the  next  FAO  general  conference,  Nov,  21, 

Tentative  decision  v/as  made  in  Paris  to  hold  the  conference  in  Washing- 
ton, rather  than  Havana  as  originally  planned.  Reason  was  the  extra  cost  of 
mooting  in  Havana, 


BRANNAN  TO  DECIDE  ON  "WHEAT  QUOTAS 


Secretary  Brannan  will  take  a  final  look  at  wheat  crop  prospects  in  the 
light  of  the  July  11  Crop  Report,, , ,and  at  the  "outlook  for  domestic  use  and 
any  possible  changes  in  the  export  situati on, , ,«in  determining  whether  to 
proclaim  marketing  quotas  for  *50  crop  wheat,    USDA's  estimates  of  the  wheat 
situation  have  presumed  exports  of  450  million  bushel s,, , .with  around  168 
million  of  that  moving  under  tho  Wheat  Agreement, 


AGRICULTURAL  BRIEFS 

Milk  production  in  Now  England  is  still  reported  in  over-supply,  in 
spite  of  drought  in  certain  areas,     PHI  dairy  officials  say,  however,  pres- 
ent adverse  weather  may  affect  future  milk  supplies.     The  condition  of  pas- 
tures and  amounts  and  quality  of  hay  and  silage  for  winter  feeding  will  be 
weighty  factors  in  future  production  costs.    At  the  request  of  a  New  England 
milk  co-op,  the  Boston  milk  market  administrator  has  been  authorized  to  act 
as  a  coordinator  in  making  a  survey  of  crop  and  milk  supply  conditions, 

PML  is  busy  on  operational  details  to  implement  its  part  of  the  new 
International  "Wheat  Agreement,    This  includes  determination  of  export  pay- 
ments on  wheat  and  flour,,, .and  application  of  payments  to  individual  export 
transactions. 

Cotton  exports  from  the  UCS,  are  continuing  strong  with  May  exports  of 
449,000  bale s, ,, .against  205,000  bales  in  May  last  year.    For  the  first  10 
months  of  this  marketing  year,  exports  totaled  3,998,000  bales  against 
1,685,000  for  the  same  period  last  year. 

The  third  meeting  of  the  PMu  dairy  committee  will  be  held  at  Madison,  '- 
Wise..,  July  29-30,    The  committee  is  composed  of  PMA.  representatives  from 
13  major  dairy  States, 

Three  items  will  be  .given  special  stress  in  the  Plentiful  Poods  program 
for  August:     locally-grown  vegetables,  apples,  tomatoes.     Since  supply  con- 
ditions will  vary,  check  local  availability  of  these  products, 

FARMERS  TAKE  IN  LESS  CASH 

USDA  economists  report  that  the  Nation's  economic  activity  continues 
to  decline. 

Since  the  first  of  the  year,  average  wholesale  prices  of  farm  product 
foods,  and  industrial  commodities  each  have  dropped  about  5%t    The  first, 6, w 
months  of  '49,  farmers  .have  taken  in  &y0  less  in  cash  from  farm  marketings,,,, 
than  the  first  half  of  '48,    And  their  net  income  probably  dropped  even  more. 

In  the  "Demand  and  Price  Situation"  (for  July  10  release),  the  econo- 
mists say  that  if  weather  conditions  are  favorable, ,, ,avo rage  prices  of  farm 
products  are  likely  to  drop  oven  further  the  next  few  months, 

(Sec  enclosed  agricultural  outlook  summary,) 

DECIDUOUS  FRUIT  PRICES  LCTCSR 

Prices  for  most  »49  deciduous  fruit  crops  probably  will  average  moder- 
ately leaver  than  '48,    Reasons  given  in  "The  Fruit  Situation,"  (July  12  re- 
lease) arc  larger  crops,  increased  stocks  of  processed  fruits,  and  lower 
consumer  incomes  in  the  •49-50  season. 


BRANNAN  TESTIFIES  Oil  PRICE  SUPPORT 

Secretary  Brannan  testified  yesterday  before  the  Senate  Agriculture 
Coiiimittee  on  farm  price  support. 

The  Secretary  said  he  disagrees  with  the  idea  that  "farm  prices  must 
be  allowed  to  drop  in  order  to  bring  about  desirable  shifts  in  farm  produc- 
tion, or  that  a  decrease  in  price  to  the  farmer  for  any  crop  will  result  in 
a  decrease  in  the  volume  of  production  of  that  crop," 

After  citing  examples  of  how  potato,  wheat,  cotton,  and  dry  bean  acre- 
age climbed  in  the  face  of  declining  prices,  Mr,  Brannan  added j 

"The  fact  is  that  it  takes  a  depression  price  to  effect  substantial  de- 
creases in  production;  and,  judging  by  the  record,  even  that  will  not  do  the 
job  until  the  farmer  is  broke,"  , # « ^Moreover,  "in  response  to  a  low  price, 
farmers  often  increase  plantings  but  hold  expenditures  at  a  minimum,  and  draw 
more  heavily  upon  soil  fertility," 

Commenting  on  the  "stop-loss"  philosophy  of  price  support,  he  said 
"apparently  the  idea  (is)  that  the  Government  should  commit  itself  no  fur- 
ther on  any  commodity  than  to  cover  the  out-of-pocket  cash  costs  of  produc- 
ing the  commodity, . ,#  "A  •stop-loss1  support,  insuring  that  gross  returns 
would  cover  the  cash  investment  in  a  crop,  would  allow  nothing  for  wages  of 
farm  family  living  expenses, ,, ,For  my  own  part,  I  think  there  must  be  a  lev- 
el of  farm  income  below  which  it  is  not  in  the  public  interest  to  let  that 
income  fall," 

Mr,  Brannan' said  that  "During  the  war  we  brought  about  important  shifts 
in  production, , through  inducement  and  guidance,  not  through  a  'starving- 
out1  process, ,, .And  "the  use  of  the  production  payment  as  a  support  method 
of  perishable  commodities  would  be  self-limiting  because  the  payment  would 
be  offered  on  no  greater  quantity  than  could  be  consumed," 

We'll  be  glad  to  send  you  the  full  text  of  Mr,  Brannan' s  testimony. 


'HOPPERS  ON  MOVE  IN  WEST 

Dave  Hallp 9 Entomology  information  man,,,,, blow  in  from  Xho  Wost  this 
woek  with  a  tall  (but  too  true)  talc  of  the  band  of  locusts  winging  their 
way  from  Nevada  toward  Oregon  and  California,    A  band  70  miles  long  and  50 
miles  deep,    Reminded  him,  he  said,  of  the  sound  of  Niagara  Falls  12  miles 
distant, or  of  a  distant  freight  train. 

These  locusts  (migratory  brand  of  'hoppers)  started  moving  out  of  south 
central  Nevada  back  in  '58,     They've  increased,  and  merged  into  the  biggest 
migration  of  the  pests  in  recent  U,S,  history.    At  tho  rate  they're  moving, 
they'll  be  in  northern  California  and  Oregon  in  full  force  in  another  3  to  5 
years,  but  possible  damage  is  uncertain.    Each  year,  they  may  lay  their  eggs 
40-50  miles  beyond  the  previous  years.    Bait  will  give  85-90^  control  of  tho 
young  nymphs.    Meanwhile,  the  hoppers  in  tho  Wyoming-Montana "trouble  spot 
are  beginning  to  move  to  some  extent  from  range  to  crop  land. 


FARM  BUSINESS  TIPS 


The  new  July  "Agricultural  Situation"  from  BAE  carries  several  articles 
that  may  provide  you  the  basis,  or  leads,  for  good  business  tips  for  your 
farmers. 

How  many  farmers  in  your  area  are  running  into  a  dilemma  like  that  of 
the  Michigan  farmer  who "had  operated  all  his  life  what  he  thought  was  (or 
vrould  be)  his  own  f arm. ,.. only  to  find,  at  the  age  of  59,  that  he  had  to 
buy  the  farm?    In  WAYS  TO  KEEP  THE  FARM  IN  THE  FAMILY  you'll  find  discussion 
of  two  main  suggestions  for  avoiding  such  tragedies:     1)  Sales  agreements 
and  contracts,  and  2)  transfer  by  will.     The  recommendations  are  based  on  a 
study  made  by  the  Michigan  Experiment  Station  and  USDA's  Bureau  of  Agricul- 
tural Economics, 


Any  of  your  listeners  thinking  of  buying  a  field  forage  harvester  will 
be  interested  in  some  of  the  dollar s-and-cents  angles  in  THE  PLACE  OF  TIE 
FIELD  FORAGE  HARVESTER  ON  THE  FAMILY  DAIRY  FARM.    Although  the  harvester  is 
too  expensive  for  the  one-family  dairy  farm,  it  is  more  economical  to  buy 
than  conventional  machinery, ...  IF  2  or  3  farmers  go  together*. e  *,or  if  1 
farmer  buys  it  and  does  custom  work.     These  conclusions  are  from  a  study  by 
the  Wisconsin  Experiment  Station  and  BAE. 


Cotton  growers  have  numerous  questions  and  problems  concerning  mechan- 
ical strippers  and  mechanical  pickers.     HOW  TO  GET  MORE  FROM  YOUR  COTTON 
HARVESTER  mentions  the  chief  things  farmers  can  do  to  increase  the  effici- 
ency of  strippers  and  pickers.     The  article  summarizes  results  from  an  RMA- 
financed  study  by  the  North  Carolina  Experiment  Station  and.  BAE. 

JULY  16  NETWORK  FARM-HOME  PROGRAMS 

NBC  -  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  —  1:00  EDT :    1)  "US  DA  Headlines,"  Ken 
Gapenj  2)  "American  Veterinary  Medical  Association  Meeting,"  in  De- 
troit, with  RFD  John  Mcrrifield  of  WW  J  interviewing  Dr.  CP.  Zipp, 
Association  President,  Dr.  I,  F.  Huddle  son  of  Michigan  State,  and  Dr, 
L,  M#  Hutching s  of  Purdue, 

ABC  -  American  Farmer  —  1:30  EDT:     1)  "Business  Side  of  Farming,"  Dana 

Reynolds;  2)  "The  Vanishing  Bee  . —  and  What  It  Means  to  Agriculture," 
RFD  Bill  Moshier  of  KJR  and  specialists  attending  international  bee 
meeting,  from  Seattle, 

CBS  -  CBS  Farm  Hows  #~  2:30 -EDT t    Gunner  Back  of  CBS  with  15  minutes  of 
agricultural  news  and  information,     (See  "Among  Ourselves,"  p.  6.) 

REA  SERVICE  INCREASES 
Juno  30-  REA  borrowers  were  serving  about  2,765,000  consumers. 


BEEF  CATTLE  RESEARCHERS  MAKE  PLANS 


Some  of  the  nation's  loading  beef  cattle  brooders  have  gotten  together 
in- the  first  national  meeting  of  its  kind., ., looking  toward  coordinating 
research  on  beef  animals, 

From'Milcs  City,  Montana,  comes  this  wire  this  morning  from  J.K, 
McClarren,  information  head  for  tho  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry: 

"Eighty  animal  research  men  from  38  States  and  BAI  met  hero  to  discuss 
problems  of  producing  more  and  better  beef.     Three  regional  technical  com- 
mittees compared  notes  on  progress  of  the  Research  and  Marketing  Act  project 
for  Southern,  North  Central,  and  Western  Regions,    Reported  some  132  lines 
under  Rocord-of -Performance  test, • • , representing  Hereford,  Shorthorn,  Angus, 
and  Brahman  Broods, 

"Review  of  each  region's  progress  presented  by  Dr, Louis  Madsen  of  Utah 
for  West..., Dr.  Leslie  Johnson  of  South  Dakota  for  North  Central, ,, .and  Dr, 
Charles  Hobbs  of  Tennessee  for  Southern, 

"Problems  of  evaluating  meat  quality  using  body  measurements  as  indices 
methods  and  systems  of  measuring  ROP..,.and  ways  and  means  of  establishing 
lines  of  breeding. ,, .discussed, 

"Director  Clyde  McKee  of  Montana,  and  James  Quesenberry  and  Richard 
Clark  of  BAI,  conducted  tour  of  station  where  pioneer  work  done  on  ROP  and 
proving  bulls. 

"Beef  cattle  producers  intensely  interested," 

NEW  PUBLICATIONS 

Crossbred  Beef  Cattle 

In  experiments  at  the  U.S,  Range  Livestock  Experiment  Station  in  Mon- 
tana, researchers  say  their  results  indicate  that  3  generations  of  crossbreds 
wore  better  in  nearly  every  way  than  purobreds.    Both  the  crossbreds  and 
purcbreds  wero  fed  the  same  year,  and  handled  as  nearly  as  possible  in  the 
same  way.     The  results  seem  to  indicate  that  best  results  from  crossbreeding 
depend  on  getting  good  bulls,,,, but  progeny  of  all  bulls  in  this  experiment 
performed  better  when  out  of  females  of  a  different  breed, ,, .than  when  out 
of  females  of  tho  same  breed  as  the  bull. 

The  crossbred  females  were  excellent  range  cows,  high  in  fertility,  and 
produced  very  heavy  calves  at  weaning  time.    Second-  and  third -gene ration 
calves  appeared  to  profit  as  much  from  coming  from  crossbred  cows  as  from 
being  crossbreds  themselves.    Apparently,  crossbreeding  is  most  profitable 
where-  the  producer  is  able  to  crossbreed  systematically,  end  either  feed  his 
own  steers  or  sell  them  direct  to  the  feeder,  —  Circular  No,  810,  "Cross- 
bred Beef  Cattle  for  the  Northern  Great  Plains," 


AMONG  OURSELVES 


Now  CBS  Farm  Show 

An  economy  novo  at  CBS  eliminated  its  agricultural  department  and  "Co- 
lumbia Country  Journal"  as  such  last  week., along  with  150  other  employees. 
For  awhile,  it" appeared  that  network  farm  programming,  would  he  discontinued. 
But,  this  week,  we  learned  that  CBS  will  continue  with  a  15-minute  farm  ser- 
vice show  from  Washington,  under  the  title,  "CBS  Farm  News,"    Time:  Satur- 
day, 2:30  to  2:45  p,m,  EDT, 

Gunner  Back,  one  of  the  CBS  newsmen,  will  handle  the  show  as  an  extra 
assignment.    In  addition -to  information  from  USDA,  Congress,  and  farm  organ- 
izations, the  show  will  include  a  limited  number  of  pick-ups  with  RFD's  and 
others  from  around  the  country. 

As  we  go' to  press,  we  don't  yet  know  definite  plans  of  Don  Lerch  and 
Virginia  Tatum,  but  we're  sure  they'll  have  no  trouble  re-locating  to  advan- 
tage, 

Germans  Study  U, S,  Radio  .    , . 

Yesterday,  we  had  a  pleasant  visit  from  a  group  of  German  and  Austrian 
broadcasters.    They  are  over  here  under  the  sponsorship  of  the  American 
Military  Government  and  the  U, S,  Office  of  Education  for  a  2-month  special 
training  program  in  American  radio.     The  Bureau  of  Applied  Social  Research 
at  Columbia  University  is  administering  the  training  program, 

Eberhard  Beckmann,  manager  of  the  125, 000 -watt  Radio  Frankfurt,  says 
his  station  has  a  15-minute  daily  farm  program.    The  group  is  much  interes- 
ted in  farm  and  home  radio, 

OFAR  Chief  Former  Radio  Uanager 

Some  more  radio  blood  was  added  to  USDA* s  top  echelon  this  week  with 
the  appointment  of  Stanley  Andrews  as  Director  of  the  Office  of  Foreign 
Agricultural  Relations,     Stanley,  who  takes  the  place  of  D,A,  FitzGorald  of 
ECAVs  Food  and  Agriculture  Division,  managed  a  radio  station  from  '28  to  *34 
with  headquarters  at  Little  Rock,  Ark,    His -varied  experience  has  included 
extensive  duty' with  Military  Government  in  Europe j  he  organized  production 
and  supply  of  food  for  the  Berlin  airlift. 


Cordially, 


Enclosures 


Actg,  Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Television 
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\JEFAT  ALLOTMENTS       BUT  170  QUOTAS 

In  the  enclosed  release. . .  .announcing  no  wheat  marketing  quotas  for  1 50-f51 
....you'll  find,  the  "background  on  acreage  allotments  to  he  employed. 

You'll  notice  that  only  those  growers  who  cooperate  in  staying  within  their 
acreage  allotments  will  he  entitled  to  price  supports.    In  other  words,  they 
must  observe  their  allotments  to  he  eligible  for  CCC  loans.... or  purchase  agree- 
ments ....  on  1 pO - crop  wheat . 


The  county  ACP  committees  already  have  acreage  information  on  each  farm. 
They  soon  will  have  the  individual  farm  break-down  of  the  national  allotment 
of  68.9  million  acres. 


FARM  EOUSING  PROGRAM  AUTHORIZED 


Secretary  Brannan  announced  today  details  of  the  farm  phases  of  the  Housing 
Act  just  signed  by  President.  Truman.     (See  enclosure . ) 

As  the  release  points  out,  USDA's  Farmers  Home  Administration  will  handle 
loans  to  help  farmers  build  or  repair  houses  and  other  farm  buildings.  But 
USDA  can't  move  until  Congress  appropriates  the  funds  to  carry  out  the  Act. 


ANOTHER  BIG  CROP  YEAR 

BAE's  Crop  Reporting  Board  (July  11  Report)  sees  another  big  crop  year 
shaping  up. .with  the  biggest  crop  acreage  since  '33. ...and  promising  yields. 

Estimated  wheat  production,  of  course,  dropped  ik-Q  million  bushels  below 
the  previous  forecast.    But  supplies  of  feed  will  be  among  the  largest  per  ani 
mal  unit  on  record. .. .with  a  prospective  near  record  crop  of  corn. ...and  a 
large  crop  of  oats  contributing. 

The  estimated  corn  acreage  is  nearly  2  million  acres  larger  than  farmers 
had  reported  they  intended  to  plant. 
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AGRICULTURAL  BRIEFS 


PMA.  hears  that,  in  Texas,  Oklahoma,  and  Kansas,  grain  storages  are  "being 
filled  rapidly. . . .hut  car  shortages  and  lack  of  terminal  facilities  are  less 
serious  than  anticipated.    In  the  High  Plains  States,  "wheat  storage  and  trans- 
portation conditions  have  "been  considerably  relieved  "by  lower  production,  the 
effect  of  the  Southwest  terminal  embargo  restrictions,  and  operations  of  the 
distress  wheat  storage  program. 

j. 

Soybean  price  improvement  continues  to  indicate  that  the  CCC  take-over  of 
*48  crop  soybeans    will  not  he  as  "big  as  expected  earlier.    The  price  at  Chicago  j 
July  lk  was  $2 . 58 ... . whi ch  is  above  support.,  .and  enables  farmers  to  sell  farm-  { 
stored  beans  which  have  not  been  delivered  to  CCC. 

PMA's  Poultry  Branch  has  notified  egg  processors  who  sell  oil -treated  eggs 
that  they  may  use  on  cases  and  cartons  the  term,  "Shell -protected, "... .IF  they 
also  use  in  substance  this  additional  statement:     "To  enhance  keeping  quality, 
these  eggs  have  been  treated  with  mineral  oil."    This  statement  is  not  to  be 
construed  to  mean  that  eggs  treated  with  oil  can  maintain  quality  without  re- 
frigeration; with  this  understanding,  Food  and  Drug  Administration  agreed  to 
the  use  of  the  terminology  on  the  cases  and  cartons. 

This  week,  PMA.  petitioned  ICC  to  re-open  the  '48  Middle  Atlantic  Motor 
Revenue  Case.    ICC  had  granted  a  5$  rate  increase  in  lieu  of  the  10$  requested 
by  the  carriers     But  PMA  and  some  shipping  organizations  contend  that  the 
shippers  do  not  need  even  the  5$>  increase. 

At  Cornell,  July  28,  V/.  D.  Termohlen  will  discuss  the  current  economic 
situation  of  the  poultry  industry  at  the  business  management  conference  of  the 
Northeastern  Poultry  Producers'  Council. 


FARM  LABOR  SITUATION  EASES 

Farm  wage  rates  didnTt  rise  quite  as  much  between  April  1  and  July  1  as 
they  did  last  year. 

For  the  country  as  a  whole,  BAE  economists  say  monthly  and  weekly  rates 
were  lower  July  1  than  a  year  ago. .. .daily  rates  were  slightly  higher. ,. .and 
hourly  rates  were  divided. 

Crop  reporters  in  many  States  say  the  farm  labor  situation  is  easing  up, 
with  farmers  now  able  to  be  more  selective  about  the  kinds  of  workers.  About 
the  same  number  of  people  are  working  on  farms  as  a  year  ago.... but  there  were 
about    k$  more  hired  hands  in  late  June.... and  2$  fewer  family  workers. 

HYBRID  CORN  ACREAGE  INCREASES 

Thought  you  might  be  interested  in  the  enclosed  State -by-State  figures  on 
the  big  increase  in  acreage  of  hybrid  corn.  With  the  Corn  Belt  already  pretty 
well  saturated,  the  big  increase  now.... and  probably  for  several  years  to  come 
....is  in  the  Southeast.  But  increases  are  taking  place  elsewhere.  Even  ColO' 
rado  is  up  to  66%  of  her  acreage  in  hybrids. 
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MEAT  AMD  LIVESTOCK  PROSPECTS 

From  present  indication,  -we're  likely  to  have  as  much  pork  per  person  in 
'50  as  we  did  in  '46.... when  it  ran  75.6  pounds  a  person.    The    k-6  consumption 
was  the  third  highest  in  the  last  k-0  years. 

Price-wise,  BAE's  economists  look  for  hog  prices  to  hold  around  present 
levels,  or  rise  moderately  this  summer.    But  they  expect  prices  to  drop  as  soon 
as  spring  pigs  are  marketed  in  volume.    Back  in  April,  prices  fell  to  within 
$1.25  of  supports  for  one  week.    They  actually  may  drop  to  support  this  fall. 
Support  will  "be  $18.50  in  September  ...and  may  drop  seasonally  to  perhaps  $15.00 
or  less  in  December. 

As  to  cattle,  prices  of  "better  grades  are  expected  to  advance  less  this  sum- 
mer than  they  usually  do. 

This  information  is  from  the  July  13  "Livestock  and  Meat  Situation." 


YEARBOOK  ON  TREES  BEING  DISTRIBUTED 

RFD's  getting  this  RED  Letter  either  have  received. ...  or  will  receive  in  a 
few  days.... a  copy  of  USDA's  Yearbook  of  Agriculture.    The  new  r^9  issue  is  en- 
titled "Trees."      Others  can  get  copies  "by  writing  to  their  Congressman,  or 
sending  $2.00  to  the  Government  Printing  Office  in  "Washington,  D.  C. 

To  any  new-comers  in  the  RFD  ranks,  we  might  explain  that  these  Yearbooks 
are  mighty  hard  to  get  hold  of  after  the  initial  distribution.    So  tell  your 
secretary  to  watch  for,  and  hold  onto  it. 


CHICK  HATCHINGS  RUN  HIGH 

With  the  season  just  about  over,  BAE  economists  estimate  that  the  commercial 
baby  chick  hatch  for  the  first  6  months  runs  about  25%  above  last  year,,.. and 
the  third  largest  output  on  record. 

They  indicate  in  the  July  15  Hatchery  Report  that  the  tail-end  of  the 
season  apparently  will  continue  strong. 

On  July  1,  there  were  11%  more  eggs  in  incubators  than  a  year  earlier.... 
and  58%  more  booked  on  July  1  for  August  delivery  than  a  year  ago. 

And  for  turkeys,  hatchings  for  5  months  (February  through  June)  have  ;run 
60%  ahead  of  last  year.  And  the  actual  size  of  the  turkey  crop  will  depend 
partly,  of  course,  on  death  losses. 

BAE  will  issue  a  preliminary  report  on  turkeys  raised  in         on  August  22, 

19^9. 


-  k  - 


AAACE  MEETING  AT  CORNELL 

At  least  6  station  RFD's  and  5  State  Extension  RFD's  joined  forces  with 
other  agricultural  information  people  in  the  two  radio  and  television  sessions 
held  as  parts  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Association  of  Agricultural 
College  Editors  at  New  York's  Cornell  University,  July  7,  8,  9,  where  kl  States, 
Puerto  Eico  and  the  District  of  Columbia  were  represented. 

Radio  Awards 

At  the  first  of  these  two  workshops,  the  judges  of  the  competitive  exhibits 
in  radio  gave  valuable  program  ideas  as  they  explained  in  detail  how  and  why 
they  classed  the  scripts  and  platters.      Judges  included  Alampi  WJZ,  Givens  WGY- 
WRGB,  Huckle  WGR  and  Child  REN,  plus  county  agents  Messer,  Birkland,  Dickerson, 
Loomis  and  Campbell.    Each  RED  had  one  or  two  agents  judging  with  him.  The 
judging  task  force  did  a  swell  job.    And  they  answered  a  lot  of  questions  from 
the  floor  that  served  to  make  the  session  worthwhile. 

The  following  were  the  results  in  the  judging,  Cornell  being  out  of  the 
competition,  of  course,  because  it  was  the  host  institution: 

Class  VI  -  Radio  Syndicated  Services 

Regular  manuscript  service  to  radio  stations 
Excellent  -  Missouri,  Oregon 

Good  -  Colorado,  Illinois,  Kansas,  Michigan,  Minnesota, 
Mississippi,  Oklahoma 

Regular  transcription  service  for  radio  stations 
Excellent  -  Oklahoma,  South  Carolina,  Colorado 
Good  -  Illinois,  Iowa,  Minnesota,  New  Mexico,  Ohio, 
South  Dakota,  Vermont 

Class  VII  -  Live  Radio  Broadcasts 

Regular  program  broadcast  of  state  Extension  office 

Excellent  -  Pennsylvania 

Good  -  Iowa,  North  Carolina,  Oklahoma 

Broadcast  by  a  county  agent 

Excellent  -  Vermont,  Washington  State 

Good  -  Georgia,  Massachusetts,  Indiana,  Minnesota 

Other  RED's  attending  were  Hal  Totten  WGN;  Homer  Martz  KDKA;  Elton  Tait, 
Pa.;  Jack  Murray,  111.;  Lou  Kaiser,  Cornell;  Dorothy  Smith,  N.J. ;  and  McCall 
Smith,  California.    If  I've  left  out  any  station  or  State  RFD's,  my  apologies. 
There  were,  of  course,  many  editors,  visual  aids  and  other  information  special- 
ists attending  the  radio  and  television  workshop  parts  of  the  annual  AAACE 
meeting. 
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AAACE  MEETING  AT  COENEIL  -  (CONT'D) 

At  tiie  second  workshop,  on  television,  Maynard  Speece  demonstrated  a  number 
of  gadgets,  visuals,  etc.    The  discussion  showed  conclusively  that  all  folks 
serving  rural  people  information-vise  are  getting  eye-minded. 

At  the  general  sessions,  Jack  Poppele,  president  of  TBA  and  V-P  and  chief 
engineer  at  WOE,  gave  a  push  in  the  general  direction  of  farm  service  televi- 
sion. .  *  .although  he,  like  others  in  the  industry,  vas  surprised  at  the  tremen- 
dous amount  of  program  material  in  USDA  and  the  Land  Grant  Colleges  for  con- 
sumer audiences „    His  talk  is  "briefed  in  July  11  issue  of  Broadcasting. 

Following  Jack  Poppele,  Bill  Givens  and  a  horticulturist  from  Cornell 
demonstrated  pruning  shrubs.    Very  simple  and  educational  presentation. .. .veil 
done  and  -well  received.    After  the  demonstration,  Gapen,  Totten,  Givens  and 
Cornell's  visuals  specialist  Elmer  Phillips  gave  a  60'  10"  round  table  on  tele- 
vision. 

Officers  Elected 

New  officers  of  the  association  for  19^-9-50  are:  Earl  Eichardson  (Mich.), 
president;  Marjorie  Arbour  (La.),  vice  president;  and  Louis  Eranke  (Tex,), 
secretary-treasurer.    Additional  executive  committee  directors  are  Jean  Scheel, 
(Oreg.),  George  Church  (Okla.),  Hadley  Eead  (ill.),  and  Glenn  Eut ledge  (Miss.). 

John  M,  Collins,  editor  of  the  veekly  Kansas  City  Star,  vas  given  the 
Reuben  Brigham  award  for  outstanding  service  in  agricultural  journalism. 

Nationally  knovn  figures  vho  addressed  the  group  included  Louis  Bromfield, 
author  and  farmer,  vho  stated  that  farming  vas  the  most  difficult  and  complex 
of  all  professions.    E.  E.  Babcock,  farmer  and  writer,  outlined  his  program  on 
animal  agriculture.    The  men  editors  visited  the  Bab cock  farm,  Sunnygables. 
Eussell  Thackrey,  executive  secretary  of  the  Land  Grant  College  Association, 
"brought  out  the  significance  of  the  editor's  relation  to  the  association. 
Lovell  Treaster,  Michigan  State  director  of  public  relations,  gave  the  "how" 
on  getting  the  most  out  of  a  science  story.    Dean  W.  I.  Myers,  of  the  New  York 
State  College  of  Agriculture,  Cornell,  gave  the  group  some  basic  slants  on 
what's  ahead  for  American  agriculture.    Director  M.  L.  Wilson  discussed  our 
international  responsibilities. 

On  Friday  evening  the  group  heard  Liberty  Eyde  Bailey,  91  years  young, 
give  his  views  on  editing.    He  said  that  "the  editorial  business  is  a  very 
fascinating  one  to  be  in. "    As  for  the  mechanics  of  getting  your  copy  down  on 
paper  he  saids     "I've  never  dictated  anything,  I  don't  know  how  to  use  a  type- 
writer, everything  I've  authored  I've  written  out  in  longhand."    We  understand 
that  he  is  currently  working  on  a  book  on  palms  and  that  when  that  is  finished 
he  is  planning  on  a  trip  to  Africa  after  the  first  of  the  year. 

There  were  lots  of  other  events  that  were  pleasant  and  profitable  to  hear 
and  take  part  in.    Next  year's  meeting  will  be  in  Texas. 
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NEW  PUBLICATIONS 

Corn  Earworm  and  Budworm  -  DDT  lias  given  the  "best  results  so  far.  of  any 
insecticides  generally  available ....  in  control  of  corn  earworm.  In  experiments 
so  far,  the  dusts  are  not  satisfactory  for  heavy  infestations.  But  DDT  gave 
good  control  when  used  in  mineral  oil  solution,  and  in  emulsions  containing 
mineral  oil.  This  information  is  given  as  a  progress  report  for  the  "benefit  of 
sweet  corn  growers  who  may  like  to  try  these  methods.  -  "DDT  Sprays  for  Control 
of  the  Corn  Eaiwom  and  Budworm  in  Sweet  Corn/'  E-78O. 

Livestock  Marketing  Margins  -    Margins  for  marketing  all  livestock,  includ- 
ing transportation,  from  farms  to  slaughtering  plants  and  feedlots  were  72^  a 
hundred  in '47  ....compared  with  57^  in  '39.... and  53^  in  '32.    Of  the  total 
marketing  margins,  more  than  60%  represented  expenses  for  transportation  and  less 
than  hO$"' expenses  at  markets.  -  "Margins  for  Marketing  Livestock  from  Farms  to 
Slaughtering  Plants  and  Feedlots,"    BAE  Mimeograph. 

Fruits  -    "Fruits  (non-citrus)  -  Production,  Farm  Disposition,  Value,  and 
Utilization  of  Sales,  1947  and  1948."  -  BAE  Mimeograph. 

Eice  -    With  prospects  of  gradual  improvement  in  the  world  rice  supply  situa- 
tion, the  U.  S.  rice  industry  must  prepare  for  competition  possibly  as  intense  as 
it  was  in  world  markets  in  the  10  years  "before  the  war.  -  "The  Market  Outlook  and 
Prospective  Competition  for  United  States  Rice  in  Asia,  the  Near  East,  and  Europe," 
Foreign  Agriculture  Report  No.  35. 

Statistics  -    "Crops  and  Markets  -  1949  Edition,"  includes  130  pages  of  sta- 
tistics on  production,  prices,  etc.,  for  farm  crops  and  livestock. 

GET  SET  FOR  BOLL  WEEVILS 

With  the  most  "boll  weevils  in  the  Cotton  Belt  since  r4l,  our  entomologists 
are  tipping  off  farmers  to  look  to  their  insecticide  supply.    Supplies  of  the  newer 
insecticides  made  with  "benzene  hexachloride,  DDT,  or  toxaphene  will  get  increasing- 
ly tight,.    But  enough  calcium  arsenate  is  arailable  to  control  the  weevils  -  IF  the 
dealers  and  farmers  place  their  orders  right  away. 

JULY  23  NETWORK  FARM-HOME  PROGRAMS 

NBC  -  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  --  1:00  EDT:    l)  "TJSDA  Headlines, "  Ken  Gapen; 

2)  "Farm  Accident  Victim  Stories,"  with  RFD  Roy  Battles  of  WLW,  Cincinnati 

and  guests, 

ABC  -  American  Farmer       1:30  EDT:    l)  "Business  Side  of  Farming,"  Dana  Reynolds; 
2)  "Farm  Safety  Week  Luncheons,"  with  Secretary  Brannan  and  James  Tanham 
from  Wash.,  D.  C;  Willard  KLine  and  Paul  Jones  from  Chicago;  Governor 
Garvey  from  Phoenix,  Arizona. 

CBS  -  CBS  Farm  News  --  2:30  EDT:    Gunnar  Back  with  agricultural  news  and  informa- 
tion. 


AMONG  OURSELVES 
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Rural  Angles  in  FCC  TV  Hearing 

With  all  the  talk  this  week  over  the  proposed  opening  up  of  h2  new  TV  chan 
nels  in  the  Ultra  High  Frequency. .bringing  a  theoretically  possible  total  of 
2,200-plus  TV  stations. .. .we  did  a  little  checking  at  FCC  to  see  what  rural 
angles  might  "be  involved  in  the  FCC  Aug.  29  hearing. 

As  the  trade  press  has  reported,  no  provision  is  made  in  the  allocations 
for  rural  stations.    But  FCC  is  proposing  to  modify  existing  rules  dealing  with 
rural  stations.    The  changes  would  provide  for  use  of  wide  coverage  stations 
located  at  high  elevations >  such  as  those  now  operating  in  the  "Smokies"  and  in 
California.    Of  course ,  there  are  great  opportunities ,  space-  and  channel -wise, 
for  stations  in  rural  areas;  the  hitch  is  economics. 

Other  potential  rural  angles  to  which  FCC  will  lend  an  ear  Aug,  29  are 
stratovision. . . .and  polycasting,  which  means  use  of  2  or  more  low-power  trans- 
mitters hooked  together  where  uneven  terrain  prevents  1  transmitter  from  doing 
the  job. 

As  for  coverage  of  the  proposed  new  UEF  channels,  FCC  engineers  say  the 
UEF  will  get  out  as  far  as  the  VEF,  hut  will  require  more  power. 


INS  Farm  Radio  Services 

John  Booth  of  INS  dropped  "by  today  to  tell  us  about  the  operation  of  the 
INS  6-day-a-week  wire  feature,  "Washington  Farm  Bound -Up"  started  about  2  months 
ago.    It's  500  words  of  USM,  Congressional,  and  other  Washington  news  moving 
to  all  INS  clients  around  ^:00  a.m.    Meanwhile,  INS  is  continuing  its  5-day-a- 
week,  750 -word  Farm  Fare  script  service. 


Pictures  on  Crop  Report  for  TV 

When  TV  stations  are  quoting  Crop  Report  news.... such  as  this  week's  re- 
port....it  may  be  useful  to  have  some  pictures  to  throw  on  the  screen.  USDAfs 
Press  Service  has  just  come  out  with  a  ^5-print  picture  story  of  the  Crop  Report, 
starting  back  in  various  farm  regions,  and  coming  on  up  through  the  "lock-up" 
process  here  in  Washington.    You  wouldn't  necessarily  want  all  k-5  prints.  We 
can  furnish  you  a  few  for  free.    Beyond  that,  they're  55^  a  copy. 

Recordings  from  Regional  k-E  Camp 

Joe  Tonkin  of  Extension  offers  to  make  recordings  for  you  with  delegates 
to  the  Regional  Camp  for  Negro  h-B  Members ....  at  Nashville. July  26  to  Aug.  2. 
Sixteen  States  will  be  represented. 

If  you  want  tape,  send  your  own  reel  to  Joe  and  the  recording  will  be  made 

free. 

If  you  want  platter,  the  recording  company  will  bill  you  for  it  -  around  $h 
or  $5. 


-  8  - 


AMONG  OURSELVES  -  (CONT'D) 


State  Editors  Visit  Here 


This  week,  "we've  had  visits  from  a  number  of  State  Experiment  Station  and 
Extension  editors. 

Experiment  Station  editors  have  "been  here  most  of  the  week  on  their  an- 
nual visit  to  look  over  Department  experimental  work,  and  confer  on  plans  for 
handling  research  information. 

Those  attending  include:    William  Calkins,  Calif,;  Gladys  L.  Harrison, 
Utah;  Virginia  Johansen,  N.  Mex. ;  Tad  Moses,  Texas;  George  Church,  Okla.;  E.J. 
Graham,  Ilehr.;  Fred  Ferguson,  Iowa;  Kenneth  Roy,  and  Olin  Cooper,  Ala.;  Earold 
Swanson,  Minn. ;  Glenn  Rutledge,  Miss.;  Leonard  Young,  Wash.;  Andrew  W.  Hopkins, 
Wise;  Adrian  Janes,  111.    Some  of  these  folks  may  have  a  story  for  you  on 
their  visit. 

Extension  Editor  Franke  dropped  off  here  on  his  way  from  the  AAACE  meeting 
at  Cornell  to  talk  ahout  plans  for  TV  training,  and  other  matters. 


Cordially, 


Kenneth  M.  Gapen 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Television 


Enclosures: 


BAE  Release  -  Hybrid  Seed  for  Corn  Acreage  -  July  12,  19^9 
Secretary  Brannan  Release  -  Wheat  Marketing  Quotas  -  July  1^,  19^9 
Housing  Act  -  Press  Release  July  15,  19^9 
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CCC  ASKS  BIDS  FOR  GPu.III  STORAGE  . 

CGC  asked  for  bids  this  week  for  bins  and  other  storage  structures  to 
take  card  of  grain  it  acquires  this  summer  and  fall  under  the  price  support 
programs.  '  The  problem,  especially  with  corn,  mil  bo  tough  this  fall.,., in 
view  of  the  prospective  Oct.  1  carry-over  of  more  than  800  million  bushels 
....plus  the  '49  crop  that  already  is  officially  placed  in  the  3-§--billion- 
bushel  bracket.    As  indicated  June  7,  USDA  is  putting  particular  emphasis  on 
farm  storage  in  addition. to  regular  off -farm  storage  facilities;  the. addi- 
tional facilities  included  in  the  current  bidding  arc, to  take  care  of  grain 
whore  other  storage  is  not  avnilablo. 


BRITAIN  TO  RESTRICT  IMPORTS 


As  wo  go"  to  press,  a  story  is  in  the  mill  on  how  much  Britain's  current 
dollar  crisis  will  affect  exports  of  various  U.S.  farm  products.     The  stand- 
still ' or  non-purchase  policy  adopted  by  Britain  concerning  all  imports  from 
the  U.S.  will  permit  the  granting  of  licenses  only  for  imports  urgently  re- 
quired, or  those  under  oxisting  contract  or  commitment ,    Commoditie s  .7;hich 
may  be  affected  include  fresh  fruit,  vegetables,  tobacco,  cotton,  and  other 
farm  products.    Apparently,  commodities  not  included  in  tho  ECA  program  will 
be  hardest  hit, 


It  is  expected  that  Sir  Stafford  Cripps  and  others  will  be  here  in  early 
September  to  consider  steps  to  solve  some  of  the  sterling  area's  main  ceo** 
nomi c  prob  loins  . 


Tho  reduced  British  program  calls  for  expenditures  of  $90  million  for 
U.S.  '  tobacco,  compared  with  $100  million  in  '48.    As  to  cotton,  Sir  Stafford 
said,  "we  shall  import  at  least  as  much  as  last  year." 

WHAT  ABOUT  FARM  REAL  ESTATE  PRICES? 

BAE  economists  will  be  out  about  tho  middle  of  August  with  their  latest 
national  report  on  the  farm  real  estate  situation.    They  drop  a  hint  that  it 
will  show  a  continuation  in  the  decline  in  farm  real  estate  prices. ,, .that 
first  showed  up  in  their  April  report.    That  1%  drop  in  the  April  report  was 
tho  first  in  10  years. 


AGRICULTURAL  BRIEFS 


Although  cotton  exports  are  up,  usg  hero  at  home  is  dorm.    For  the  first 
11  months  of  this  marketi  ng  yc3.r ,  use  oi  a  11  kinds  of  cotton  ran  7,343,000 
,,. .compared  with  3,227,000  in  the  same  months  last  year.     The  total  for  the 
year  probably  will  run  a  little  more  than  7, 800, 000. .against  8,354,000  in 
« 47-48. 

17c  *rc  mailing  you  direct  a  release "on  a  chemical  treatment  that  keeps 
insects  from  penetrating  cotton  bags. ...of  flour,  and  other  food  products. 
This  diecovery  may  prove  of  tremendous  value  in  conserving  flour  and  other 
cereal  products,  in  the  warmer  regions  of  the  world* 

PAO  reports  that  world  meat  production  in  t48. ...dropped  slightly  below 
f47,..,and  'considerably  below  the  *34-38  average.    North  America  was  at  135;<b 
of  pr ewer. .. .Europe  only  52/t.    But  prospects  arc  good  for  increased  meat 
production  this  year. 

Receipts  of  milk  from  regularly  approved  producers  in  30  marketing 
areas  under  Federal  Orders,  were  16,1%  higher  in  May  *48  than  <49.    But  daily 
fluid  sales  were  up  only  l,7/o. 

The  U.S.  broke  all  grain  export  records  for  the  season  ended  June  30 
,,,,with  a  total  of  6 86 -plus  million  bushels, ,. .compared  with  588  million 
the  previous  year. 


20  RURAL  MEDICAL  PREPAYMENT  CO-OPS 


Rural  communities  have  organized  (at  least)  100  rural  health  co-ops 
,,,,most  of  them  since  !45, 

In  a  report  to  Congress,  Farm  Credit  Administration  says  that  20  of 
these  have  health  service  centers  through' which  they  offer  prepaid  services 
,,,,and  23  are  building,  or  raising  funds,  for  such  centers. 

Eight  -tliers  own  buildings  but  have  no  prepayment  plan. ...29  arc  now 

inactive  or  have  discontinued. 

This  report  goes  into  a  thorough  analysis  of  these  co-ops.    We'll  bo 
glad  to  send  you  a  copy. 


7AR11  HOUSING  Q  *  A 

Note  the  enclosed  set  of  questions  and  answers  about  the  farm  housing 
phases" of  the  housing  program  just  enacted  by  Congress,    You  recall,  of 
course,  that  no  funds  have  been  appropriated  as  yet  to  put  into  effect  the 
loan  and  other  provisions  of  the  new  Act, 

Farmers  Home  Administration  representatives  can  give  you  further  do- 
tails  about  the  loan  and  grant  program. 
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B RAMAN  TESTIFIES  ON  MONOPOLY 

Secretary'  Brannan-  testified' ihi s  week  before  a  House  subcommittee  on 
Monopoly  Power.  v.;. 

After  revievring  Acts  USDA  administers,  the  Secretary  cited  other  aroas 
■which  the  committee  might  study.    He  suggested  studios  directed  at:    An  up- 
to-date  break-down  on  the  percentage  'of  the  natiohts  food  handled  by  various 
concerns, ..  ,-marke  ting  charges  in  food  industrio  s,«  ., steps  to  guard  against 
price  manipulation  in  poultry,  eggs,  cheese,  butter,  and  othor  commodities 
, ,.,lack  of  compctititivc  prices  in  marketing  pulpwood. ,, .possibilities  of 
limited  competition  in  the  fertilizer  industry, ,and  present  regulation  of 
tran  sportati  on. 

If  youM  like  the  full  text  of  Mr.  Brannan1 s  testimony,  we'll  bo  glad 
to  send  you  a  copy, 

PRODUCTION  VS  GOALS   

BAE  and  PMA  have  estimated, ,,, on  the  basis  of  the  July  11  Crop  Report, 
and  the  June  22  Pig  Report, ,, ,how  *49  acreage  and  sow  farrowing  aro  stacking 
up  so  far  compared  with  goals: 


Corn 

101$ 

Rice 

113 

Dry  Beans 

107 

Wheat 

115 

•Sorghums  (ex- 

Dry Peas 

115 

Oats 

100 

cept  sirup) 

87 

Soybeans 

Barley 

84 

*  Potatoes 

99 

(for  boans) 

94 

Rye 

64 

Swoctpotatoes 

87 

Hay 

95 

Flaxseed 

165 

Cotton 

120 

Sowa  Farrowed 
(Spring) 

96 

JULY  30  NETWORK  FARM-HOME  PROGRAMS 

National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  —  1:00  EDT:    1)  "USDA  Headlines,"  Kenneth 
Olson,  OFAR;  2)  "New  Pointers  on  Pantry  Pests,"  Harry  Stage  and  David 
Hall  of  Bureau  of  Entomology  and  Plant  Quarantine. 

American  Farmer —  1:30  EDT:    1)  "Business  Side  of  Farming,"  Dana 
Reynolds:  2)  "4-H-Club  Camp  for  Negro  Boys  and  Girls,"  from  Nashville, 
with  Joe-  Tonkin  and  guests, 

CBS  Farm  News  —  2:30  EDT:    Gunnar  Back  with  agricultural  news  and 
information. 


INSECTICIDES  CONTROL  PEANUT  PEST 

Corn  rootworm  sometimes  destroys  as  much  as  80%  of  the  total  yield  of 
field-cured  peanuts  in  the  Southeast.    Experiments  in  «48  in  working  certain 
insecticides  into  the  soil  gave  promising  results  in  control. 


NBC  - 


ABC  - 


CBS  - 


4 


BACKGROUND  Oil  WHEAT  ALLOTMENTS 

Any  wheat  grower  who  has  been  in  the  business  for  any  timo  will  find 
the  operation  of  the  '49-50  wheat  allotments  announced  yesterday  a  pretty 
familiar  story. 

Checking  the  records,  we  find  the  present  type  of  acreage  allotments 
wore  in  effect  six  years.    Started  in  '38,    Ran  up  through  the  '43  crop. 
But,  of  course,  the  '50  national  allotment  is  much  larger, ,,,68,9  .million 
acres  against  55  million  in  three  previous  years,,,, and  about  62  million  in 
three  others. 

Big  difference,  of  course,  will  be  in  the  inducement  to  growers  to  stay 
within  their  allotments,     In  previous  years,  there  wore  conservation  and  par- 
ity payments  to  the  farmer  if  he  sto.ycd  wit  hi.  n  his  allotted  acreage.  The 
'50  program  merely  says  that  a  grower  must  keep  within  his  allotment  to  bo 
eligible  for  loans  and  purchase  agreements. 

Figuring  Farm  Allotments 

Now  about  the  allotments  for  the  individual  farm. 

Last  week,  Secretary  Branrian  determined  that  68,9  million  acres,  at 
average  yields,  should  produce  the  amount  of  wheat  specified  in  the  Agri- 
cultural Adjustment  Act  of  '38  --  to  make  total  supply  largo  enough  for  home 
use  and  export,  plus  a  30  percent  reserve  supply.    Again, 'in  line  with  the 
Act  of  '38,  this  allotment  is  divided  up  among  the  State s,  and  counties,  on 
the  basis  of  their  average  for  the  past  10  years.    With  allowances,  of  course, 
for  war  crops  and  wheat  acreage  trends.     Then  the  local  committees  divide 
the  county  allotments  among  the  farmers. 

Just  a  word  about  the  war  crops. 

If  the  records  for  a  county  show  that  farmers  took  land  out  of  wheat 
to  grow  flax  or  other  var  crops,  an  allowance  is  made  for  the  War  crops.  But 
not  if  the  flax  was  planted  in  addition  to  the  regular  wheat  acreage.    All  of 
which  explains  why  (to  cite  an  example)  one  State  growing  millions  of  acres 
of  wheat  had  an  allowance  of  only  about  25,000  acres  for  war  crops;  it  main- 
tained its  regular  wheat  acreago  right  through  the  war. 

Another  factor  in  figuring  allotments  —  Space,    During  the  last  2  or' 
3  years,  several  areas  greatly  increased  their  who  at  acreage.    Those  areas, 
of  course,  had  an  upward  trend  and  so  got  a  larger  allotment  than  by  divid- 
ing their  total  acreage  the  past  10  years  by  10,     Some  States  had  dovaiward 
trends. 

Within  limits,  of  course,  the  county  and  community  ACP  committees  can 
make  adjustments  in  allotments  to  take  care  of  problems  caused  by  changes  in 
size  of  farm,  changes  in  ownership,  etc. 
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BACKGROUND  ON  WHEAT  ALLOTMENTS  (CONT'D) 

Uso  of  Divert od  Acres 

What  about  the  use  of  "diverted"  acres  in  *50?    No  regulations,  of  course. 
But  there  are  a  couple  of  points  you  can  help  keep  in  the  minds  of  growers. 
Most  important,  much  of  the  wheat  land  (as  farmers  themselves  recognize  full 
woll)  is  "tired"  from  heavy  wartime  duty*     It  needs  to  go  into  rotation, ... 
into  grasses  and  legumes,  ,,  .into  fallow.     Some  testimonials  from  some  of  the 
more  mature  farmers,,,, who  know  their  soil, , , , would  go  a  long  way  toward 
clinching  this  point  in  the  minds  of  other  farmers.    What's  more,  shifting 
from  wheat  to  other  commercial  crops  would  merely  create  supply  problems 
there. 

What  about  farmers'  thinking  on  wheat  allotments?    For  the  wheat  country 
as  a  wholo,  PMV  officials  hero  say  a  substantial  majority  of  wheat  growers 
take  this  slant:    "We'd  like  to  avoid  allotments  if  possible.    But  the  way 
the  U,S,  and  world  wheat  situation  is  shaping  up,  we'll  need  them,"    One  of- 
ficial wondered  out  loud  if  the  farmers  who  have  come  into  the  picture  dur- 
ing and  following  the  war,  ,,,or,  for  that  matter,  even  some  of  those  who  came 
in  during  the  late  * 30*  s, , ,  , might  have  a  somewhat  different  point  of  view 
than  those  who  went  through  the  25-ccnt-wheat,  "shirt-losing"  era  of  the 
early  '30»s,    Those  of  you  in  the  wheat  country,  of  course,  are  close  to 
farmer  sentiment; we'd  appreciate  any  reactions  you  may  pick  up. 

The  county  committees  will  soon  be  mailing  to  farmers  their  allotments 
for  '50-crop  wheat,     PMA  officials  here  expect  all  the  notices  to  be  in 
fa rme  r s '  ha  nd  s  by  Augu  s  t  10 , 

See  enc losuro. 

MORE  "SOCIAL  SECURITY"  FOR  FARMERS ? 

A  good  deal  of  talk  has  centered  about  whether  "social  security"  pro- 
tection to  farmers  should  be  increased. 

Currently  under  discussion  is,  "Should  farmers  and  farm  Workers  pay  into 
an  insurance  trust  fund,,,. for  monthly  di sability, , , , retirement, , , .and  sur- 
vivors insurance  benefits?" 

Federal  Extension  has  just  put  out  a  background  circular  for  Extension 
workers  called,  "Farm  People  and  Social  Security,"    It  goes  into  the  "social 
security"  problem  among  farm  people, ,,, the  protection  they  now  have,,,, what 
proposed  social  insurance  means  to  farm  people  in  costs  and  benefits.  You 
may  want  to  talk  with  some  of  your  local  Extension  people  about  features  on 
this  subject, 

.FARM  SAFETY  WEEK,  JULY  24-30 


Just  to  remind  you  that  National  Farm  Safety  Week  is  coming  up  — 
July  24-30. 


TV  AT  VISUAL  WORKSHOP  -  by  Joe  Tonkin 


Television  came  in  for  its  share  of  attention  at  the  first  National 
Visual  Aids' .Workshop  held  at  Cornell  University  last  week.    Tom  Noone  and 
I  from  USDA,  and  Elton  Tait,  Pennsylvania1 s  Extension  Radio  Editor,  acted 
as  a  TV  task  force  in  the  work-group  sessions. 

TV  Research  Report 

In  one  three-hour  evening  meeting,  Tom  Noone  discussed  and  demonstrated 
visual  aids  to  television  as  developed  in  the  RMA.  television  research  pro- 
ject.   This  discussion  and  demonstration  included  not  only  the  use  of  films, 
slides,  stills,  and  flannelgraphs,  but  automatic  turntables  and  other  devices 
For  comparison,  the  TV  project»s  experimental  program  on  egg  quality  was  pre- 
sented in  three  different  ways  -  by  movie  film  -  by  slides  -  and  by  stills. 
The  movie  version  copped  the  wo rkshoppers *  favor.     Tom  also  presented  the 
NBC  film  story  of  the  development  of  TV. 

TV  Training 

The  workshop  itself,  was  divided  into  four  main  work  groups:     1)  Organ- 
izing the  State  Extension  visual  aids  program;  2)  training  in  visual  aids; 
3)  planning  and  production  problems;  and  4)  studies  designed -to  improve  work- 
manship.    Only  the  second  work  group  had  a  sub-committee  on  television;  this 
one  dealt  with  the  training  of  workers  in  the  use  of  visuals  on  TV  shows. 
The  television  sub-committee 1 s  report  broke  down  TV  training  into  two  main 
categories:    in-studio  training  and  non-studio  study  aids.     In-studio  train- 
ing would  be  clinics  held  in  cooperation  with  TV  stations.    Non-studio  train- 
ing would  include  the  production  of  a  TV  training  film  and  the  launching  of 
an  information  exchange  between  States  and  Washington  in  which  TV  ideas,  sug- 
gestions, studio  show  diagrams,  reports  of  TV  programs,  etc,,  would  be  sent 
to  all  the  other  offices  for  compiling  in  a  standard  loose  leaf  book.  This 
would  take  the  place  of  a  TV  handbook  at  a  time  when  the  industry  is  pro- 
gressing too  fast  for  printed  books  that  might  soon  be  out-dated. 

The  sub-committee  also  suggested  that  television  at  the  present  time 
was  best  suited  as  a  medium  to  tell  the  agricultural  story  to  the  city  dwel- 
ler, rather  than  emphasizing  the  "how-to-do"  type  of  program  for  the  farmer. 

STQRY  BEHIND  4-H  DOCUMENTARY  -  by  Joe  Tonkin 

We  are  beginning  to  receive  some  reports  from  the  field  on  the  use  of 
the  experimental  documentary  tape  recording  which  the  radio  committee  and  I 
made  at  National  4-H  Camp, 

These  documentaries  were  made  from  a  prepared  script  describing  the 
major  events  at  4-H  camp  and  voiced  in  each  case  by  a  4-H*er  from  the  State 
in  which  the  recording  was  to  be  broadcast.    The  script  was  prepared  before 
the  camp  opened,  along  with  actual  recordings  of  statements 'by  Secretary 
Brannan,  Senator  Thomas,  Congressman  Cooley  and  1.1.  L.  Wilson.     Sound  effects 
records  were  used  and  special  recordings  by  the  Marine  Band  which  involved 
no  union  clearance. 


STORY  BEHIND  4-H  DOCUMENTARY  (CONT'D) 


All  this  material  was  built  into  the  documentary  as  the  4-H  boy,  or  girl 
read  the  master    script  before"  a  microphone.    Three  playbacks  fed  the  frag- 
ments of  speeches,  music  and  sound  effects  on  to  the  same  mike  used  by  the 
4-H  narrator.    For  example,  taps  was  used  off  mike  as  the  account  of  placing 
the  wreath  on  the  tomb  of  the  Unknown  Soldier  was  reached,    Tb.e.soft  strains 
of  the  "Battle  Hymn, of  the  Republic"  were  used  as  the  reader  told  of  his 
visit  to  the  Lincoln  Memorial  and  read  the  words  of  the  Second  Inaugural 
Address,    The  description  of  -fcho  visit  to  Mount  Vernon  was  prefaced  by  sound 
effects  of  footsteps  in  a  long  hall  as  the  4-H'er  talked  of  following ' the 
footsteps  of  George  Washington.    All  in  all,  it  worked  out  quite  well. 

We  hope  to  do  more  of  thi s  typo  "of  radio  at  4-H  Camp  next  year.    In  the 
meantime,  you  may  want  to  build  a  documentary  of  your  own  to  tell  the  4-H 
story  in  your  State, 

USDA  PERIODICALS 

Foreign  Agriculture 

For  a  good,  down-to-earth  wrap-up  on  the  foot-and-mouth  program,  we  re- 
fer you  to  FOOT -AND -MOUTH  DISEASE  CONTROL  IN  MEXICO— THIRD  YEAR,,.. in  the 
July  issue  of  "Foreign  Agriculture,"    BAI  information  head,  J, K,  McClarron 

drawing  on  a  recent  trip  South  of  the Border, •«• sketcho s  the  operations, 
the  problems,  the  progress. 

And  while  you»ro  at  it,  turn  the  page  to  J.H,  Richtor»s  WORLD  FOOD  PRO- 
DUCTION AND  CONSUMPTION  OUTLOOK,    For  the "next  5  years,  Richtcr  says,* of 
course,  there  will  be  no  basic  shortages, , , ,in  places  such  a  s.  the  U.S., 
Canada,  Argentina,  or  Australia,     In  fact,  there  may  be  sectional  and  tem- 
porary "surpluses,"    But,  even  with  the  further  production  increases  in  pros- 
pect, Europe  isn't  likely  to  exceed,,,, or  even  reach,,,, her  modest  prewor 
quality  standards,'  In  the  Far  East,  production, ,. .at  best. , . »wi  11  keep  pace 
with  populati  on, , ,  .and  may  remain  below  the  appalling  prewar  per  capita' levels. 

By  way  of  variety,  you  could  weave  a  little  feature  around  OKINAWA'S 
AGRICULTURE  IN  THE  WAKE.  OF  WAR,  ,,,  either  by  yourself,  or  with  the  help  of  an 
ex-GI  who  was  on  Okinawa, 


Soil  Conservation 

Now  that  the  farm  "face  liftings"  have  dramatized,,., through  the  speed- 
up,,,,the  possibilities  in  soil-conserving  plans,  many  a  farmer  may  find  a 
practical  tip  for  his  own  situation  in  ONE  DAY  --  OR  FIVE  YEARS?,,,, in  the 
August  "Soil  Conservation,"    To  da£e,  he  may  have  concluded  that  these  face-' 
liftings  cost  too  much'—  for  him.    But  when  you  break  the  operation  down,,,, 
as  this  article  docs..,, on  a  yearly  basis,  it  begins  to  look  more  practical 
for  the  average  farmer. 


AMONG  OURSELVES 


TJMT  Field  Day        July  2 9 


Just  about  every  kind  of  farm  storage  you  can  think  of  will  got  the 
spotlight  during  "VifMT*s  fourth  annual  National  Farm  Field  Day,-.  ,  .Manchester, 
la,,,,,. July  29,     Grain  storage,  understandably,  heads  the  list.    But  the 
displays  range  all  the  way  to  frozen  food  storage,     RFD  "Chuck"  Worcester 
says  the  station  is  cooperating  with  Iowa  Stato,  USDA,  local  farm  organiza- 
tions, commercial  concerns,  and  others. 


Elton  Tait,  Penn  Stato  Extension  Radio  Editor,  produced  the  fifth  in 
a  series  of  Extension  TV  shows  on  WFIL-TV,  Philadelphia,  this  week.  The 
subject  was  "Back  Yard  Strawberry  Beds,"    Featured  on  the  program  was  Phila- 
delphia County  Agent  C.K.  Hallowell  and  Penn  Stato  Fruit  Specialist  Carl 
Bittncr  who  demonstrated  planting,  and  mulching  small  strawberry  plots. 

In  radio,  Elton  Tait  is  now  using  a  ncw-prc-amp  outfit  to  dub  tape  and 
wire  recordings  for  his  State  service. 


A  panel  of  information  people  will  discuss,  "Telling  the  Farmer  Coop- 
erative Story  to  Members  and  the  Public,"  at  the  meeting  of  the  American 
Institute  of  Cooperation  in  Madison,  Aug,  22-26,     Speaking  for  radio  will 
be  RFD  Roy  Battles,  WLW,  Cincinnati,     Other  members  of  the  panel  include: 
H.C,'  Fledderjohn,  of  Indiana  Farm  Bureau;  William  Blair,  Midwest  corres- 
pondent of  Now  York  Times;  Laura  Lane  of  Country  Gentleman;  C,  Llaurico  Wieting, 
of  Ohio  Farm  Bureau;  and  Roy  Park,  Editor,  Cooperative  Digest, 


Ken  Gapcn  is  taking  some  vacation  this 'week  and  next,,., Tom  Noone  is 
seeing  Canada  and  other  points  until  Aug,-  l,,,,and  Maynard  Spcecc  is  indulg- 
ing in  Minnesota* s  ton  thousand  lakes  (we  hope)  until  Aug,  15, 


WFIL-TV  Presents  Tait's  Table-Top  TV  Show 


Institute  of  Cooperation  Meeting 


Office  Briefs 


Cordially, 


Dana'D,  Reynolds 

Actg,  Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Television 


Enclosures  : 


PMA  Release  -  State  Acreage  Allotments  for  1950  Yjncat  Crop 
Questions  &  Answers  on  Rural  Housing'-Sect,  of  Housing  Act  of  1949 
BAE  Statistical  Surrmary 


RFO  LETTER 


To 


Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


July  29,  1949 


US  DA  PERSONNEL  ;J-jN0UNCE1.SNTS 


There  were  two  Important  announcements  concerning  USDA  administrative 
personnel  this  week. 

The  White  Blouse  announced  appointment  --  subject  to  Senate  confirmation 
—  of  Knox  T,  Hutchinson  of  Murf reesboro,  Term,  to  the  long-vacant  post  of 
Assistant  Secretary  of  Agriculture,    Mr,  Hutchinson  is  a  farmer. ,,, has 
taught  agriculture, ,, .has  been  active  in  rural  electrification  and  farm  or- 
ganization work, ,,  ,and  lias  been  on  the  RMA  Tobacco  Advisory  Committee, 

Secretary  Srannan  announced  the  resignation,  of  E,A,  Meyer  as  Admini- 
strator of  the  Research  and  I.&rkct.i^n*  A.ct,,,,to  return  to  private  business. 
The  new  Assistant  Secretary  will  give  general  supervision  to  marketing  pol- 
icies and  -programs. ,, ,with  administration  of  the  Research  and  Marketing 
Act  assigned' to  P,V.  Cardon,  Administrator  of  the  Agricultural  Research  Ad- 
ministration, 


EUROPEAN  CROP  PROSPECTS  FAVORABLE 

Latest  0PAR  report  (July  30)  indicates  a  relatively  favorable  season 
for  most  crops  in  Europe  —  in  spite  of  some  dry,  hot  weather,  Europe's 
breadgrain  output  (not  counting  Russia)  is  estimated  at  b%  below  last  year 
, ,,,and  IQF/o  below  the  135-39  average.     Potato  and  sugar  beet  crops  also  are 
estimated  at  below  last  year.    Most  European  countries  report. a.  good  fruit 
outlook. 


PARITY  INDEX  DOTTIT  1  POINT 

During  the 'month  ended  July  15,  the  Parity  Index  (what  farmers  pay) 
dropped  1  point, ,,, ,the  Index  of  Prices  farmers  Receive  dropped  3  points. 
Main  drops  in  prices  farmers  pay  were  in  building  costs  and  food.    And  do* 
clincs  in  prices  for  cattle,  wheat,  potatoes,  and  apples  were  largely  re- 
sponsible for  that  3-point  drop  in  prices  farmer s ' receive.    This  informa- 


tion is  from  BAEfs  "Agricultural  Pric: 


July  29, 


ON  THE  COMMODITY  FRONT 


FMA's  Poultry  Branch  is  reconmiending  continued  culling  through  the  fell 
period  to  bring  the  nation* s  laying  flocks  down  to  reasonable  limits  by 
Jan.  1.    It  also  is  stressing  educational  work  on  consumer  handling  of  eggs 
during  hot  weather, 

With  the  end  of  the  marketing  year  right  at  hand  (July  31),  this  is 
hew  cotton  faces  'its  "New  Year."    The  total  supply  of  148-49  U.S.  cotton 
was  about  17-^-  million  bales,    "With  about •  7,635,000  bales  used  here  at  homo 
and  4,700,000  exported  (total  12,335,000), . ».wc  start  the  new  year  with  a 
carry-over  of  about  5,215,000  bales  cf  domestic  cotton.    It  looks  as'if  CCC 
loan  stocks  will  make  up  abcut  throe-fourths  cf  the  total  carry-over. 

Meanwhile,  this  week,  weather  has  been  more  favorable  for  cotton  east 
of  the  Mississippi,    But  showers  continued  in  some  areas.    Hot  weather  lim- 
ited boll  weevil  activity  in  some  areas,  with  damage  high  in  unpoinsoned 
fields.     Insecticides  arc  reported  scarce  in  the  Central  Bolt,     In  the  South- 
west and  Far  West,  the  crop  continues  to  make  good  progress, 

With  soybean  futures  considerably  above  support  levels,  there  is  hope 
hero  that  harvest  time  for  the  -*49  crop  will  find  the  price  still  above, 
support  -levels. 

BRANNAN  REVIEWS  COTTON  SITUATION 

At  Dallas  yesterday,  Secretary  Brannan  took  a  look  ahead  at  problems 
facing  cotton. 

On  the  international  side,  the  Secretary  said  3ritainis  dropping  dol- 
lar balance  could  seriously  disrupt  the  SouthJs  experts  in  cotton  and  to- 
bacco.   And  night  turn  the  Lancashire  mills  to  other  countries  for  their 
cotton.    But,  if  this  happens,  he  thought  Western  European  nations  now  re- 
lying on  foreign  countries  might  buy  more  U.S.  cotton.     The  moral  in  the 
British  situation  is  that  the  U.S.  will  have  to  buy  from  other  countries  if 
she  expects  to  hold  her  export  markets  for  cotton  and  other  products. 

At 'heme,  Mr,  Brannan  called  attention  to  the  60%  increc.se  in  acre 
yields, ., .rayon  production  inthe  U.S.  that  oxeceded  the  billion-pound  mark 
last  year  for  the  first  time, ...and  cotton,  consumption  this  past  year  less 
than  expected.     The  Secretary  traced  through  possibilities  of  carry-overs 
of  7  or  8  million  bales  in  *49  and  »50,     He  added  that  a  steadily  rising 
carry-over  is  a  challenging  trend, 

BRAL3NAN  PLAN  —  AND  DAI RY  PRODUCTS  . 

In  a  tall:  before  members  of  farmers!  cooperatives  in  Yfisconsin  Sunday 
(the  31st),  Secretary  3rannan  will  go  into  c.  rather  detailed  analysis  of 
ho\7  his  proposed  farm  program  would  work  with  ao.iry  products.    We'll  bo 
glad  to  send  you  a  copy  of  his  talk. 


t49  POTATO  SUPPORTS  TO  DATE 


Potatoes  continue  to  be  hot  potatoes        so  far  as  price  support  goes# 
But  so  far,  this  year,  not  as  hot  as  up  to  the  same  time  last  year. 

Up  to  July  24,  USDA  had  bought  only  about  3,600,000  bushels, ,,, against 
about  11,500,000  up  to  the  same  time  in  *48,     That's  bushel -wise.  Dollar- 
vd.se  to  the  Government,  the  story  is  even  better.     The  price  support  level 
this  year  is  only  60%  of  parity  compared  with  90%  last  year.    But  USDA  of- 
ficials have  their  fingers  crossed  for  the  *49  season  as  a  whole.    Part  of 
tho  easing  of  the  support  problem  is  due  to  dry  v/oathcr,  lover  yields,  and 
delayed  harvest  —  especially  in  the  drought  sections  of  the  Intermediate 
potato  area j  for  example,  Long  Island  and  Not/  Jersey,    Moreover,  the  main 
part  of  the  potato  crop  —  the  late  crop  —  is  yet  to  come. 

More  than' 75%  of  tho  *49  potatoes  bought  so  far  have  gone  directly  as 
livestock  food,  or  have  been  dried  for  later  use  as  feed.    About  15%  in  di- 
rect distribution  to  schools,  hospitals,  etc.    And  about  5%  into  potato 
flour, ohiofly  for  Germany  and  other  "occupied  areas," 

USDA  officials  point  out  that  with  large  supplies  of  grain  for  feed  and 
alcohol,  and  wheat  for  flour,  it  is  gctt  ng  increasingly  difficult  to  find 
outlets  for  potatoes  acquired  in  price  support  operations.    And  often,  the 
cost  of  moving  these  potatoes  into  feed  and  other  channels  is  greater  than 
the  returns  from  the  potatoes. 


FOOT-AND-MOUTH  PROGRESS  IN  MEXICO 

BAI  reports  that  brigades  in  7  of  the  9  districts  in  the  foot-and-mouth 
zone  in  Mexico  have  finished  tho  first  round  of  vaccinations  of  livestock,,, 
and  the  other  2  districts  are  about  through  the  first  round.  The  quarantine 
lines 'have  been  maintained  intact  for  the  past  4  months.     (See  enclosure,) 

FARM  I?C PIES  DROP 

Farmers  took  in  10%  less  cash  from  marketings  the  first  7  months  of 
this  year  than  last,,,, or  a  total  of  $13*8  billion.  The  prices  they  got 
were  dorm  12%  but  they  sold  enough  more  products  to  leave  them  with  only 
the  10%  drop  in  cash  receipts.  Their  net  income,  however,  may  drop  more 
than  10%  because  tho  things  farmers  sell  are  dropping  faster  than  tho  things 
they  buy,     (Sec  BAB  "Farm  Income  Situation,"  for  July  30,) 


FIRST-AID  ON  GRAIN  STORAGE 

Enclosed  arc  2  pieces  on  steps  to  help  farmers  moot  tho  acute  grain 
storage  problem.     One  answers  questions  about  loans  to  farmers  for  building 
farm  storage  facilities  on  "their  own  farms.     The  other  gives  background  on 
the  corn  situation  —  along  with  the  dope  on  the  corn  loan  program.  Your 
station  might  line  up  advertising  from  contractors,  building  material  deal- 
ers, and  others  interested  in  grain  storage. 


PRICE  SUPPORTS  IN  BRIEF 


PMil  representatives  from  the  leading  Cotton  States  are  conferring  hero 
on  plans  to  implement  the  new  price  support  program  for  cottonseed.  From 
the  discussions  thus  far,  it  looks  as  if  the  support  program  mil  be  based 
mainly  on  the  .customary  loan  procedure "used  with  other  commodities.  Look 
for  some  definite  word  in  a  week  or  so. 

The  program  now being  developed  follows  out  the  general  price  support 
plans  announced  on  the  27th,    As  you  recall,  this  will  be  the  first  time 
the  Government  has  supported  cottonseed  as  such, 

USBA  mado  2  more  moves  this  week  to  help  maintain  farm  prices  of  milk 
going  into  manufactured  dairy  products  at  the  90%  of  parity  equivalent, 
proscribed  by  law.     First,  it  put  into  effect  immediately  the  3-cont  sea- 
sonal increase  in  the'  purchase  price  for  Butter        previously  scheduled  to 
go  into  effect"  Sept,  1,     Since  Apr,  1,  CCC  has  bought 'nearly  10  million 
pounds  of  creamery  butter,  or  about  1%  of 'the  total  U, S,  production.  As 
reassurance  to  producors  and  the  industry,  officials  say  this  butter  will 
not "bo  put  on  the  domestic  market  for  less  than  cost  —  plus  handling  char- 
ges, 'Second  move  this  week  was  the  offer  to  buy  American  Cheddar 
cheese,  ,  ,  ,  As  you  know,  US DA  is  also  buying  dry  skimmilk. 

Slightly  more  than  2  million  bushels  of  CCC-owned  '48  soybeans  will  . 
be  exported  through  the  Army  to  Bi -Zonal  Germany,     This  is  in  addition  to 
the  nearly  2  million  bushels  of  CCC-owned  '48  soybeans  being  moved  by  Army 
to  Japan, , , ♦making  a  total  of  about  4  million  bushels  to  the  2  countries# 

PCA  LOANS  INCREASE 

The  Production  Credit  Associations  hung  up  a  new  6 -months'  record "the 
first  half  of  the  year  —  with  loans  running  more  than  $516  million, ,,, or " 
about  6%%  over  the  first  half  of  '48,  Production  Credit  Commissioner  S,Rt 
Arnold  of  Farm  Credit  Administration  cays 'loans  the  first  half  of  the  year 
usually  run  heavier  than  the  last  half, ,,,so  he  doesn't  expect  PCA's  to 
pass  the  billion-dollar  loan  mark  this  year.  He  attributes  the  big  volume 
of  loans  mostly  to  farmers 1  having  more  cash  for  farm  operations, 

There  are  now  503  PCA's, ,,,with  more  than  450  thousand  stockholders,,, 

and  the  membership  increasing, 

ACP  EMPHASIZES  GRASSES,  LEGUMES 

Within  the  next  2  weeks,  the  States  should  have  the  national  outline 
on  the  practices  authorized  under  the  new  '50  ACP  program  announced  this 
week.    There1 11  be  lots  of  emphasis  this  year' on  shifting  tired  crop  land 
into  grass  and  legumes  —  to  improve  the  soil,  and  pave  the  way  for  more 
livestock  farming,"  So  any  spado  "work' you  may  do  on  new  varieties  of  gras- 
ses and  le gumcs, o seed  supplies, ,. ,forti lizati on, ,, ,etc, should  bo 
highly  pertinent. 


"WHERE  CROP  INSURANCE  HOW  STANDS 


With  one  of  the  main  crop  insurance  sign-ups  in  full  swing  •--  that  is, 
for  winter  wheat  '--  we  sat  down  with  Earll  Nikkei  of  Federal  Crop  insurance 
for  a  stock-taking  of  the  experimental  programs  for  wheat  and  other  commod- 
ities, 

Nearly  400  Counties 

Experimental  programs  are  now  under  way  in  about  400  counties  through- 
out the  country:    wheat,  200;  cotton,  56;  corn  and  flax  50  each;  tobacco, 
35;  edible  dry  beans,  9;  and  multiple  crop  insurance,  7, 

Legislation  is  either  already  on  the  books,  or  pending,  to  allow  fur- 
ther expansion  of  various  programs. 

Insurance  on  Sounder  Basis 

Following  the  ups  and  downs  of  the  trial -and -err or  period  starting  in 
the  '30's,  the  crop  insurance  programs  are  now  on  a  sounder  basis.     For  all 
insured  commodities  taken  together,  FCIC  operated  in  the  red  until" '47. 
Even  with  a  bad  year  for  cotton,  it  broke  even  on  cotton  in  *47,»#eand  came 
out  with  a  reserve  of  $10  million  for  all  its  operations  that  ycar^  Al- 
though crop  insurance  programs  were  curtailed  in  4 48,  FCIC  wound  up  the 
year  with  another  $5  million  net  for  the  year,    FCIC  officials  explain  that 
these  reserves  —  to  carry  through  years  of  heavy  crop  damage  —  arc  neces- 
sary to  put  crop  insurance  on  a  sound  operating  basis. 

Favorable  weather,  of  course,  has  helped  make  crop  insurance  self- 
supporting.    But  the  insurance  program  itself  has  shaken  down  to  a  more 
practical  basis.     Here  are  a  few  reasons:     1)    The  insurance  now  covers 
only  the  grower's  actual  investment  in  his  crop  —  and  not  profit  as  pro- 
vided in  earlier  programs;  2)  coverage  and  rates  are  now  based  on  areas  of 
similar  soil  and  weather  conditions  rather  than  on  an  individual  farm  basis; 
it  often  was  difficult  to  arriire  at  a  sound  plan  for  an  individual  farm  be- 
cause of  differences  between  individual  farms  and  farmers;  3)  county  com- 
mittees now  screen  out  the  very  poor  risks  —  for  example,  the  farmers  who 
follow  poor  farming  practices,  or  who  are  generally  irresponsible;  4)  the 
insurance  programs  are  rapidly  being  switched  to  operate  in  effect  as  county 
mutual s,  vrith  costs  of  protection  and  reserves  set  up  on  a  county  basis; 
that  way,  farmers  in  the  county  can  readily  see  their  personal  interest  in 
efficient  operation  of  the  program  because  it  means  lower  cost  to  them. 

Multiple  Crop  Insurance 
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A  further  change  now-  under  trial  —  one  being  followed  with  a  groat 
deal  of  interest  —  is  the  use  of  "multiple  crop  insurance";  that  is,  in- 
surance covering  all  major  crops  on  a  farm.    Last  year,  multiple  insurance 
was  tried  in  2  counties;  this  year,  5  more  were  added.     The  counties  in- 
clude 3  in  Minnesota,  and  1  each  in  South  Dakota,  Wisconsin,  Michigan,  and 
North  Carolina,     Present  legislation  permit  extension  of  this  program  to 
20  counties. 


WHERE  CROP  INSURANCE  NOW  STANDS  (CONT'D) 


By  having  two  or  more  commodities  in  one  policy,  the  hope  is  that  los- 
ses to  one  crop  may  be  balanced  of  f  by  normal  or  bcttor-than-normal  yields 
in  others.     Insofar  as  that  happens,  the  risk  for  any  one  crop  is  reduced. 

A  report  on  results  with  the  multiple  risk  program  will  be  made  about 
September  or  October. 

Now  Changes  in  Program 

t 

FCIC  has  just  announced  several  other  important  changes  in  the  -Insur- 
ance programs.  , In  the  '50  cotton  and  flax  programs,  premiums  will  be  ro-' 
duced  25/o  in'  cases  where  there  have  been  7  consecutive  years  with  no  loss, 
or  where  the  insured's  accumulated  balance  for  consecutive  years  of  insur- 
ance equals  or  exceeds  his  total  average  for  the  current  year.  There  mil 
bo  a  similar  25%  reduction  in  wheat,,  premiums  for  7  consecu.tive  years  with- 
out loss. .along  with  the  present  reduction  to  producers  who  have  accumu*- 
lated  individual  reserves  during  consecutive  years  of  insurance  equal  to 
their  current  year's  coverage. 

'50  "Wheat  Program 

To  come  back  to  wheat,  150  winter  wheat  counties  arc  now  in  the  midst 
of  their  sales  campaign  for  '50  wheat,     FCIC  officials  report  more  interest 
among  farmers  than  in  the  past  4  years.    Main  reason,  of  course,  is  the 
rather  heavy  losses  in  some  parts  of  the  winter  wheat  area  from  mosaic  and 
other  disease,  hail,  and  weather.    Up  to  the  first  of  June,  for  example, 
it  looked  as  if  somo  parts  of  Kansas  would  make  20  bushels  to  the  acre. 
But  when  the  combines  were  ready  to  move  in,  'they  sometimes  .found  less  than 
a  bushel  to  the  acre.    And  the  wheat  that  was  harvested  was  very. light  weight 

The  closing  dates  for  '50  wintc r  wheat  insurance  are: 

Aug, '31  —  Plains  States 
Sept.  15  —  East  of  Mi ssi ssippi 
Sept,  30  —  Pacific  Northwest 
Oct,  15  California 

Just  as  with  certain  other  commodities,  legislation  is  pending  to  ex- 
tend wheat  insurance  beyond  the  present  150  winter,  and  50  spring,  who  at  • 
counties,  ; 

AUGUST  6  NETWORK  FARM-HOKE  PROGRAMS    '  " 

NBC  -  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  —  1:00  EDT :  1)  "USDA  Headlines,"  Ken 
Gapon;  2).  "Seed  Production  in  Northwest, 11  with  Wallace  Kadderly  of 
KG17,  Portland,  county  agent,  and  farmers, 

ABC  -  American  Farmer  —'1:30  EDT:  1)  "Business  Side  of  Farming,"  Tom  Noone; 
2)  Special  Feature, 


CBS      CBS  Farm  News  —  2:30  EDT:    Agr'l  news  and  features,  Allen  Jackson. 


AMONG  OURSELVES 


T7ith  the  RFD's 

HARFD  Prexy  Wallace  Zadderly  of         in  Portland,  Oreg,,  breaks  a  long 
silence  with  a  report  covering  4  months.    Among  the  eye-catching  items  is 
one  on  6  recordings  on  agricultural  matters  with  the  Oregon  legislators  at 
Salem,    Also,  a  recording  with  the  Governor  and  others  on  dairy  month,  ,  , 
And  RFD  Bill  Mac dona Id  of  KFAB  in  Omaha  comes  forth  with  his  monthly  account- 
ing to  say  that  his  daily  "Down  to  Earth"  (6:30  a,m, )  is  being  expanded  from 
15  minutes  to  half  an  hour,  ,  •  ,   (All  of  which  prompts  a  reminder  that 
these  dittoed  reports  that  Wallace,  Bill,  and  other  RFD's  prepare  are  excel- 
lent background  for  new  RFD's,)  ,  ,  0  Warren  Kester,  formerly  RFD  at  KAYX  in 
Waterloo,  is  now  working  with  the  Sioux  City  Livestock  Market  Service  and 
Educational  Foundation,    He* 11  be  working  closely  with' RFD1 s " in  the  area, 
and  broadcasting  market  information  from  WHAX  and  KTRI,  ,  ,  ,  RFD  Sam 
Schneider  of  KV00  in  Tulsa  pays  high  praise  to  "  Farm  Facts  Book"  being  put 
out  by  "Sponsor  Magazine.."    It  carries  "facts  and  figures  on  the  farm  mar- 
ket, farm  results,  and  other  farm  information  that  will  help  you  sell  your 
farm  shows." 


Hansen  Gets  Set  for  TV 

"RFD  Hal  Hansen  of  W017  in  Omaha  still  "bravely  says  he's  going  on  TV 
Sept,  l,,,,with  a  10 -minute  farm  program,,, ,6  days  a  week,    "But,  the  "closer 
I  get  to  the  opening  date,  the  more  I  am  inclined  to  hedge, ,, , perhaps  cut- 
ting it  to  5  days,"    Lai  is  farming  out  some  of  his  AM  responsibilities, 

"We  did  another  experimental  film  last  week,  with  the  Douglas  County 
agent,  Arnold  Peterson,  on  pruning  raspberries.    We  plan  to  do  some  more 
film  "work  this  week  at  the  stockyards,,,, 

"We  are  training  an  engineer,  on  the  movie  camera,  and  hope  to  do  a 
little  bit  of  that  work  myself,  along  with  the  Speed  Graphic," 

•  Mai  says  they  have  been  "thinking  about  a  2 -minute  commentary  with" 
slides  and  stills  on  farm  news  of  the  day,    A  minute  or  so  with  markets, 
•with  graphs,  end  then  a  feature  which  will  either  be  live  or  movie,"    A  5- 
minute  weather  telecast  would  precede  the  show, 

Australia  Starts  Town-Country  Feature 

Friend  John  Douglass  comes  up  from  "dovm  under"  with  word  of  a  new"  ' 
nighttime  feature  ovor  the  Australian  Broadcasting  Commission  network,,,, 
designed  to  interest  both  country  and  city  listeners.     It's  "The  Land  and 
Its  People,"  broadcast  Friday  nights  at  G:00,     Features  for  the  show  range 
all  the  way  from  a  visit  to  the  largest  Merino  sheep  stud  in  the  world,,,, 
to  an  item  for  the  women  about  serving  wine  with  meals. 
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AMONG  OURSELVES  (CONT»D) 

Child  Offers  Radio  Copy  Hints 

RFD  Bob  Child  of  the  Rural  Radio  Network  in  Now  York  says  this  is  the 
guide  he  followed  in  scoring  Farm  Radio  Briefs  entered  in  the  competition 
at  the  recent  AMCE  meeting  at  Cornell: 

'That  tho  RFD  Looks  for  in  Farm  Radio  Briefs  - 

1.  Variation  in  length  of  brief, 

2,  "You"  and  "I"  approach. 

3*     Lead  line  some  point  of  common  interest  (employ  imagaination,  style,  bo: 

office  appeal,        something  which  adds  up  to  human  interest.) 
4-,    Few  figures  and  percentages,  all  rounded  off, 

5.  Heavy  black  neat  mimeograph  job  on  v-hite  paper, 

6,  Plenty  of  names  of  farmers  and  towns* 

7,  Chatty  style, 

8.  Variation  in  length  of  sentences.     Some  two  or  three  word  "punchy"  sen- 
tences, 

9a    Reading  time  noted  at  top  of  sheet, 

10,  Underlining  for  emphasis. 

11,  Phonetic  spelling  of  new  scientific  words,  and  proper  names, 
"What  Makes  for  Poor  Farm  Radio  Briefs  - 

1,  Split  items.    Running  first  item  onto  second  page,  and  then  starting 
second  item  on  second  page.     Farm  Director  has  to  clip  and  shuffle  cdd~ 
sized  sheets. 

2,  Sentences  running  from  bottom  of  one  page  to  top  of  next. 

3,  Copy  on  back  of  sheet. 

4,  Indirect  statements  --  e.  g,  .  "It  is  reported  by  Dr.  Andrews  that,,,," 

5,  Single  spacing  at  bottom  of  sheet  to  got  it  all  in, 

6,  All  capitals  are  hard  to  read, 

7,  Blurred  mimeographing, 

8,  Straight  academic  ''college  bulletin"  style       talking  down. 

9,  Colored  mimeograph  papa.  •        Shifting  from  pink,  or  blue,  or  green,  to 
.    white  is  a  strain  on  the  eyes. 


SF9  n  ummm  '%^\  Cordially, 


I 


Enclosures 


WlUl \  \ v  J I  Dana'D.  Reynolds  (r 

Actg.  Ass!t  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Television 


CCC  Loans  to  Farmers  for  Construction  of  Farm  Storage  Facilitic  s 
Corn  Storage  194-9  -  PMA.  Release 

Rpt#  on  Developments  in  Campaign  for  the  Eradication  of  Foot-And- 

Mouth  Disease, in  Mexico  -  No,  20  -  July  21,  1949 
The  Foot-and -Mouth  Disease  Situation  in  Mexico  -  Map 


